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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  

From the Rectorôs Desk 

 

òS 
o, just where IS Christ Church going these days?ó  Itõs a ques-
tion I often get in one form or another from parishioners and 
non-parishioners alike.  Sometimes it is a wide-open question 

about everything in general.  Other times it is a more specific question 
about the progress of our building program.   For some people it has to 
do with our place in the global Anglican Communion.  For others, itõs a 
question about our health as measured by membership, attendance, and 
finances.  And, for others still, it is a question about the direction of our 
spiritual life and health. 
 
I take my clues for the answers to these questions from all of you.  After 
all, itõs your parish!  And what I see right now are several things: 
 

Î A growing openness on the part of many, and the actual embrace 
on the part of others, of change.  As we enter a new phase of con-
versation about what our worship space will actually look like and 
feel like, this openness will be very important.  After all, our wor-
ship is the most important thing we do together, and it shapes the 
kind of community we are becoming.  And how we structure the 
spaces in which our worship takes place will have an impact on 
who we are becoming.  Our willingness to be open to change in 
this area is part and parcel of our willingness to be open to God ð 
to the Spirit blowing in our midst. 

 

Î A healthy respect for differences and a lack of divisiveness when 
it comes to the issues facing the Anglican Communion.  Our re-
cent conversations here during the Lambeth Conference indicate 
a strong desire for us to continue to be an open and inclusive par-
ish.  We also sense our need to listen deeply to those who cannot 
go where we are going at this time.  Honest and informed conver-
sations around the meaning of marriage, human sexuality, and 
how we understand the role of scripture in our lives as Christians 
are extremely important in these times. 

 

Î Christ Church continues to experience healthy growth in numbers 
of people and finances.  While we are not a rapidly growing 
church, we welcome new people on a regular basis and are work-
ing hard to be even more welcoming.  Financially, we have had 
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Christ 

Church  

Festival  

September 14  

 

Y 
ou wonõt want to miss our fall kick-
off celebration and the beginning of 
a new program year on September 

14th. Our 10:00 a.m. service will feature spe-
cial music and a wonderful note of celebra-
tion for people of all ages.  
  
Church School registration will take place 
following the 10:00 a.m. service, together 
with our Celebration of Ministries featuring 
over 60 ministries at Christ Church with 
booths set up around our campus. A light 
lunch will be provided at the Rectory. There 
will be childrenõs activities on the play-
ground. Everyone is invited! Come join the 
celebration! 

September  

Tuesday Night  

Supper  

 

T 
he J2A pilgrimage 

group will be host-

ing the September 16th Tuesday 

Night Supper.  Please join them to enjoy a 

dinner with a Scottish twist, hear about their 

experience, and enjoy their pictures!   Tickets 

will be available at the Pilgrimage Table at 

the Festival on Sept. 14th for $8 per person 

or $20 for a family.  Supper is at 6:00 p.m. 

with the presentation at 7:00 p.m.. We wonõt 

promise haggis, neeps, and tatties, but we 

will promise a wonderful evening! 
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M 
assachusetts Interfaith Power & Light (MIPL), is a 
nonprofit initiative offering Massachusetts con-
gregations of every religious tradition a compre-

hensive means of reducing energy consumption, lowering 
operating costs, and promoting clean, renewable energy in 
houses of worship. We work toward environmental justice, 
in mutual ministry with the community of faith. 
 

Houses of worship leave a notable environmental imprint. 
Per capita, per hour of use, they are among the biggest 
wasters of energy, and the United States has more houses of 
worship than any other country! Many congregations recog-
nize the moral imperative for stewardship, but donõt always 
stand on the moral òhigh groundó when it comes to actual 
energy usage. We need to become better stewards and in the 
process preserve more of our resources for our core minis-
tries. 
 

In providing a religious response to global warming MIPL 
emphasizes leadership by example. That response requires a 
trinity of action, namely conservation, efficiency and re-
newable energy. Each of these is an essential and inher-
ently connected part of an effective response to global 
warming. As congregations become more effective at con-
servation and efficiency we can devote more attention to 
renewable energy; wind, solar, small hydroelectric, geother-
mal and others.  
 

For lots of good information (including Everyday Environ-
mental Stewardship briefs on topics such as thermostats, utility 
use and cost tracking, shower costs, on-demand domestic 
hot water and so on_ go to the MIPL web page at 

www.MIPandL.org.  
 

This past spring Adam Bates did a presentation on Global 
Warming as part of the Diocesan Youth Leadership Acad-
emy. Through this power point presentation and facilitated 
discussion, Adam showed us ways to reduce our carbon 
footprint and the importance of renewable energy to our 
earth and our economy. This year MIPL is promoting Clean 
Energy choice in Andover. Alison Novello met with Tom 
Nutt-Powell and Vince Maraventano to further discuss how 
we as a faith community can make changes to take care of 
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MDG Day of Fasting & Prayer  
 

I 
n solidarity with people of faith throughout the world 
and in response to the Anglican Communionõs òcall for 
a day of prayer, fasting and witness on September 25th, 

when there is a special session of the United Nations to 
discuss the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), please 
commit to a day to: 
 

   +pray with special intention for the extreme poor 
throughout the world. If possible, depending on health, fast. 
Consult your doctor if in doubt.  
 

    +skip at least one meal in solidarity with the nearly 1 bil-
lion people who go to bed hungry each night. 
 

     +participate in an online advocacy action promoting our 
governmentõs fulfilling its promises to achieve the MDGs.  
 

To sign up for a prayer reminder and information on the 
advocacy action go tohttp://tinyurl.com/6cmbsn  .   

Harvest Home  
 

I 
n England, thanks have been given for 
successful harvests since pagan times.  
In churches and schools, people bring 

in food from their garden or farm.  The 
food is often distributed among the poor and senior citizens 
of the local community. 
 

We will be having our own Harvest Home on Sunday, Sep-

tember 28th to thank God for the harvest.  If you have an 

over abundance of vegetables from your garden, or would 

like to buy some fresh fruit or vegetables to share, please 

bring them in to church on that day.  We will donate all the 

food to Neighbors in Need, which is in dire need of fresh 

fruits and vegetables.  Thank you for helping us celebrate 

this òThanksgivingó! 

Volunteers 

Needed at 

Esperanza  

 

D 
o you have an hour or more to spare and would 
like to spend it with some wonderful girls? 
Esperanza Academy  is in need of volunteers to 

help in the kitchen for breakfast, lunch or dinner or to help 
with homework hours from 4 - 6:30 p.m. If you can help, 
please contact Waleska Carceres, Volunteer Coordinator at 
Esperanza (Waleska.Caceres@esperanzaacademy.org or 978
-686-4673)   

http://www.mipandl.org/
http://tinyurl.com/6cmbsn
mailto:Waleska.Caceres@esperanzaacademy.org
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Prayer and Healing  

at Christ Church  

 

W 
e are about to start a new ministry at Christ 
Church! Actually, it is more of an expansion of 
the healing prayer that Jeff and Adam do on 

the first Sunday of the month. Weõre changing this minis-
try in a few ways. 1) It will become primarily a lay ministry. 
2) It will be offered every Sunday rather than just the first 
of the month. And, 3) it will occur not just after the ser-
vice but during the Eucharist as well.  
 

Who is this ministry for? Anyone who has a desire to lift 
up to God something on their mind. This could be some-
thing troubling or a thanks for something joyous in your 
life. This could be prayer for you or prayer for someone 
you know. There are no boundaries as to the subject.  
 

What does the person coming for prayer have to do? Sim-
ply tell the prayer minister what they want to pray about. 
The prayer minister does all of the praying.  
 

How will it work? Just before the Eucharist the prayer 
minister for the day will be in the Moses Chapel. We will 
have a screen separating the walkway from the altar to the 
nave for privacy. After receiving Eucharist, anyone who 
would like to have prayer will come to the prayer minister 
on the way back to their pew via the Moses Chapel. After 
the prayer you will walk back to the pew for the rest of the 
service. Since weõre starting with only one prayer minister 
anyone sitting in the pews opposite the Moses Chapel who 
desires prayer will have to return from Eucharist via the 
Moses Chapel direction. The Prayer minister for the day 
will also stay in the Moses Chapel after the service ends 
for anyone who might want more time with the prayer 
minster.  
 

This ministry is strictly confidential. All prayers that take 
place will never be discussed to anyone, not even clergy.  
 

Look for us at the end of September. Anyone who would 
like to know more about this new ministry feel free to 
contact either Jeff, Adam or me at m@marcinelli.com or 
978-208-8400. 
 

In faith,  
Michael Marcinelli 

Change: Living a  

ñConvertedò Life 

 

I 
n this presidential election season, we have been asked 
to repeatedly consider the word òchange.ó  The slogans 
revolving around this word, from both parties and 

every candidateõs campaign, have focused upon the impor-
tance of change and, more importantly of course, who can 
most quickly bring about change.  The reality, however, is 
that, whether we like it or not, change is a natural and nec-
essary part of life.  All of life ð our individual selves and the 
world around us ð necessarily changes from moment-to-
moment.  The better question to ask, to the extent that we 
have control over this change, is òhow are we changing?ó  
For the Christian, this means also reflecting upon the word, 
òconversion.ó 
 
òConversion,ó according to Brother Curtis Almquist, SSJE, 
the superior of the monastery to which our Bishop, Tom 
Shaw, belongs, òhas New Testament origins, and it means 
quite literally to turn about or turn around, to change 
course.ó  As Curtis has also observed, òconversion,ó for the 
Christian, implies the necessity of continual attentiveness to 
the òleading of Godõs Spiritó - to prayerfully ask each day, 
òhow are we being invited to change?ó  This can be a scary 
question for most of us because it can signal a period of 
transition and growth that, while ultimately beneficial, can 
shake us loose from circumstances to which we have long 
grown accustomed. 
 
The end of the summer months and the beginning of a new 
program year is a good moment to consider the newness 
brought about by the ongoing changes at Christ Church.  
This fall, we will usher in a newly constituted committee to 
oversee the work of our church school; weõll have some 
new teachers to work with our kids in the classroom and 
some new mentors and adult volunteers to work with our 
teens and young adults.  Weõll also begin some new minis-
tries that will introduce us to some new lay-leadership from 
amongst the members of the congregation.  As the hustle 
and bustle of the fall sets us all back into motion, all of this 
newness and change will hopefully infuse some new energy 
and new ideas into our parish even as some period of ad-
justment and transition may also be necessary.  We hope 
and pray that such changes help us to grow and mature, as a 
parish, and as individuals, even as we continue to try, day-by
-day, to be led by the Spirit of God. 
 

Continued on p. 11... 
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Christ Church  

Childrenôs Center News 

  

T 
he summer has flown by and the 
2008-09 school year will be in full 
swing before we know it. Our staff 

of fourteen is looking forward to a great 
year. Openings are available in the After-

noon Foursõ Class (age 4 by September 1).  The Afternoon 
Foursõ Class has a maximum of 14 children with two teach-
ers and meets on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday after-
noons from 12:45-3:30  p.m.  The Parent-Toddler Playtime 
program has openings in the 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. ses-
sion.  Please call 978-475-4037 if you or someone you know 
is interested. 
 

The success of last Aprilõs Spring Social allowed us to plan 
many enrichment activities for the children including a chil-
drenõs fitness program,  monthly music classes, Spanish 
classes for threes and fours, activities for families including 
workshops and evenings of stories and Discovery Science 
and field trips.  We are very grateful to all who supported 
the Spring Social.  

Do You Want a 

Front Row 

Seat? Become 

an Acolyte!  

 

I 
f you are entering the 6th-
12th grade and would like 
to be a part of what hap-

pens at the altar each Sunday and are not already serving as 
an acolyte, please consider joining the St. Matthewõs Guild 
of Acolytes!  The commitment, depending on the number 
of acolytes, is generally about once a month ~ and the 
schedule is published 2-3 months at a time.  A training ses-
sion will be announced for all new and continuing acolytes.   
 

Youth in 6th - 8th grade serve as torchbearers, carrying one 
of the two candles.  Entering 9th grade makes you ready to 
become a server and a crucifer and in this job you carry one 
of the two crosses that are processed and help the priests 
prepare the Eucharist.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Adam at 978-475-
0529 ext. 18 or at ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org. 

News from the Childrenôs  

Christian Ed Committee  
 

A 
s you may have already read in prior Prophets, Christ 
Church convened a committee to review Christ 
Church's existing church school curriculum, Seasons 

of the Spirit, for pre-K through 5th grade, the existing Atrium 
program used on alternating weeks for K and 1st, and evalu-
ate other potential church school curricula.  The committee, 
known as the òChristian Education Committeeó met on sev-
eral occasions and some members attended a day-long semi-
nar on Atrium programs in Lexington to learn more about 
what a more full Atrium program would entail.  The com-
mittee also conducted a parish-wide survey regarding the 
church school program.  The survey provided the commit-
tee with substantial feedback which helped guide the Com-
mittee as it developed this yearõs programming.        
 

As a result of these meetings, the survey results, and much 
discussion, the Christian Education Committee concluded 
that Seasons of the Spirit is indeed the curriculum that is the 
best fit for Christ Church's church school at this time, both 
in content and in terms of feasibility of implementa-
tion.  Atrium-based lessons will be included with the Seasons 
of the Spirit program for the combined Kindergarten and 
First Grade class.  The committee also concluded to supple-
ment the Seasons of the Spirit curriculum by providing Chil-
drenõs Chapel (as opposed to children's sermon time on 
holiday weekends) and outreach opportunities on various 
Sundays, as well as childrenõs fellowship opportunities, in 
response to the survey results and the Committeeõs discus-
sions.  Childrenõs Chapel will provide clergy and lay teachers 
with  the opportunity to demystify the church service for the 
children and to educate them about the Episcopal 
Church.  The outreach projects will allow the children to 
connect their church experiences to òreal life.ó   We are ex-
cited about the new programming, and more information 
will be forthcoming about the new programming (including 
a September-June schedule).  This yearõs childrenõs educa-
tion program and curriculum will be reviewed at the end 
2008-2009 church school to determine what changes, if any, 
would be appropriate for next year.   
 

We have several veteran and brand-new teachers and addi-
tional volunteers who are excited about being part of the 
Children's Christian Education Program at Christ Church 
this year.  We hope with some of the infused updates to the 
curriculum that this will be a great year.  We will continue to 
look and listen for ways to enhance every familyõs Sunday 
morning experience. 

Continued on p. 9... 
Continued on p 11... 
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Barbara Harris Camp  

Summer 2008  
 

D 
id you, your family or your children par-
ticipate in any events or camp weeks at 
the Barbara Harris Camp this summer?  We are 

looking for pictures to show our Christ Church Parish fam-
ily what a wonderful place it is and some of the terrific 
events that are available.  If you have any pictures that you 
are willing to share, please pass them along either electroni-
cally (kathleenb@isotope.com) or mail/drop them by the 
Glebe House (25 Central Street, Andover, MA) ð Attn: 
Kathleen Bates.  If you would like your originals returned, 
simply include a note and we will get them back to you dur-
ing September. Questions? Feel free to contact Kathleen 
(aikmbates@verizon.net, kathleenb@isotope.com, or 978-
682-6108). 

Hike for Hope  
  

P 
lease join us for the Hike for Hope 
on Sunday, October 5th, 2008.  Tra-
ditionally the youth groups: TNT, 

Rite-13, J2A and YACs all participate in this community 
event, everyone is encouraged and welcomed to walk.  Any-
one registering by September 15th will receive a òChrist 
Church Andoveró Hike for Hope T-shirt and if you raise 
$500 or more by October 5th, you automatically become a 
Circle of Hope member! The 9th Annual 5-mile hike begins 
at 1:00 p.m. at Merrimack College in North Andover and 
winds through Andover.  The Hike for Hope is the main 
source of funding for Capernaum Place, the Lazarus House 
Transitional Housing Program.  Thank you for helping to 
provide a safe nurturing environment and roof over the 
head of the largest population of homeless in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts-children!  Your generous support 
helps provide renewed life and hope.  For more information 
contact Ashley Lamontagne or go to www.hikeforhope.org.  

J2A 2008 IONA PILGRIMAGE  

 

T 
his late June and early July, 10 teens including me 
and three adults from the J2A group in Christ 
Church embarked on a pilgrimage to Scotland and 

specifically the Hebridean Isle of Iona that would change all 
of our lives. The group had been working and fundraising 
for about two years leading up to the culmination of the 
J2A process. All the hard work over the past two years 
would pay off as we all gathered in front of the church with 
our luggage and parents and began to say goodbye; the next 
ten days would be spent in a beautiful foreign land. At the 
outset of the journey, all the pilgrims knew each other, but 
we werenõt all friends. But over the journey all the people 
would become closer than any of us could have predicted. 
The bonds of pilgrimage would keep us together.  We 
would all come out from this experience with a deep spiri-
tual understanding and maybe an entirely new look at relig-
ion and life.  
 

The first time we were alone as a group was at the airport 
after a car ride into Boston. We had to wait almost five 
hours in the terminal until we boarded our plane. We all sat 
around anxiously awaiting our flight to Dublin, Ireland 
aboard Aer Lingus. Finally we boarded the plane and we 
were off, leaving the United States behind. The plane ride 
was quicker than expected (at about five hours) and I think 
everyone enjoyed the personal TVõs on each seat. When we 
landed in Dublin, the time change had everyone jet-lagged. 
The wait in the airport was grueling, as usual, but afterwards 
we boarded a small plane to fly us from Dublin to Glasgow, 
Scotland. Glasgow is a dingy northern city, and at least in 
the eyes of 13 jet-lagged Americans, it wasnõt the nicest 
place to open a trip to Scotland. That day, everyone was 
very tired and not exactly thrilled with the less-than-perfect 
accommodations at our hostel. While we rode around in a 
tour bus, most of us slept. We had an early night that day 
and awoke ready for our journey to Oban.  
 

When we got to Oban, a picturesque seaside town on the 
west coast of Scotland, we were all relieved to be in a nicer 
place than Glasgow. We spent the next two days exploring 
the town and really enjoying getting to know Scotland. Eve-
ryone in the group tried haggis, a traditional Scottish meat 
cooked in a sheepõs intestine, for the first time. Some of us 
liked it and some didnõt. By Monday June 30 we were all 
ready to go to Isle of Iona and we left on the ferry. The 
ferry took us to the Isle of Mull. We crossed Mull by bus 
and, in the town of Fionphort, we caught our first glimpse 

Continued on p. 10... 

Young Adults in Church  
 

é.Or YACs as they are affectionately 

calledé  is open to youth  in grades 10-11-

12.  Please join us for our Welcome and Wel-

come Back BBQ at the Novelloõs on Sunday, 

September 7th, 4-7 p.m.  Weõll get to know us all as a new 

group, share our ideas for the year, eat, and have fun!  

Please let Alison know if you can come and what you can 

bring by emailing her at ajn84@comcast.net.  See you then! 

We welcome any newcomers with open arms!   

mailto:kathleenb@isotope.com
mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
mailto:kathleenb@isotope.com
mailto:lee-anne@verizon.net
http://www.hikeforhope.org
mailto:ajn84@comcast.net
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October  

Prophet  

Articles Due   

 

T 
he deadline for the 
October Prophet  is Thursday, September 11. 
By this date, parishioners are encouraged to 

submit to Debbie Moskal, Director of Communications, 
articles about the life of the congregation, events or 
committees.  

Menôs Ministry 

 

T 
he Menõs Ministry is seeking to build upon the 
initial success it had during its first year by plan-
ning activities in 2008-2009 that touch upon the 

ministryõs four tenets of spiritual, service, social, and sup-
port.  Some of the upcoming activities include a parish-
wide blood drive, a mission trip to Lawrence, a night out 
at the Celtics, and group discussions related to our spiri-
tual growth.  The ministry will continue to meet monthly, 
beginning in September, and encourage all men of the 
parish to consider joining the group.  The first meeting 
will be on September 15 at 8:00 pm in the church meeting 
room. 

Budget Update from the 

Treasurer  

 

T 
hanks to all of your efforts, we have made signifi-
cant progress regarding our goal of having 2008 be a 
great year without deficit spending.  We have in-

creased pledges and reduced expenses.  Even though we 
have a $10,000 deficit through July, based upon our budget 
and with continued good performance through the end of 
the year, I expect we will be able to end the year with in-
come matching expenses and therefore no deficit.  I will 
provide some detail below. 
 

Since the annual meeting, we have received additional 
pledges of almost $36,000 which brings our total annual 
pledges to a record $506,466 from 244 households.  
Through July we have received 56% of these pledges.  We 
are also now able to project an additional $6K of income 
from the Childrenõs Center this year.  Participation in and 
support for the upcoming yard sale, fair, and vestry gala are 
all important. 
 

On the expense side, we are doing better than our budgets.  
Overall the expenses through July are almost $12,000 below 
budget.  Wages and Benefits are on track with the reduced 
budget.  Utility increases are a concern to all of us.  The 
property committee and Mark are working to keep this to a 
minimum.  So far, our budget for utilities has covered the 
actual cost and leaves a small surplus for the year.   
 

The Vestry decided to address some of the more immediate 
building repair issues with the help of funds from the Thrift 
Shop.  A major plumbing repair was required to fix a water 
leak in the education wing of the church building; the Glebe 
House has been stripped and stained, and the Rectory is 
receiving new paint on several surfaces.  
 

The summer slowdown has minimized some of the effects 
of the reduced office staff.  As we look towards the fall, we 
expect activity to increase and we will all need to help where 
we can so our programs continue with the reduced staffing 
hours.   
 

On behalf of the Wardens, Vestry and Rector, thanks to all 
for your support and efforts to run the church and do it 
without a financial deficit.  With your continued help, we 
look forward to a strong and successful fall and end of the 
year. 
  
Thank you again for all of your support. 
Allen Townsend, Treasurer 

Please Come to an 
 

All-Parish Meeting 
 

to learn more about the revised  
Building Project 

 
from the Building Committee, Vestry & 

our Liturgical Space Consultant 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  

in the  Parish Hall 

mailto:dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
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Go Green!  

Recycle at the 

Yard Sale,  

October 4  

 

S 
treamline your fall cleaning with this easy, earth-
friendly approach to clearing clutter - just take those 
usable items to the annual all-parish Yard Sale. Itõs 

coming up on Saturday, October 4, with drop-offs welcome 
all day Friday. You will be recycling for a good cause, and 
lots of people from the community will benefit from bar-
gains. Here are some Yard Sale FAQs: 
 
When is this yearõs Yard Sale? 
Coming up fast! Itõs set for Saturday, October 4, from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
What kinds of donations are needed? 
Just about anything in clean, working, salable condition: 
clothing, appliances, electronics, linens and household 
items, sports equipment, toys, and baby items. Sorry, we are 
unable to accept TVs, computer equipment, skis, and large 
metal items.  
 
When can I drop off my stuff? 
Drop off donations at the Parish Hall on Friday, October 3, 
from 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.. 
 
I saw how much fun the volunteers had last year. How 
can I help? 
Just show up whenever you have an hour or two to spare. 
Help is needed all day Friday for setup and Saturday 7:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the sale and 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. for clean 
up. Drivers are also needed at 1:00 p.m. to take leftovers to 
Lazarus House.  
 
Are yard sales really worth all the trouble? 
You bet! Past yard sales have been successful fundraisers as 
well as great recycling events. Whatõs more, all leftover 
items are re-recycled to Lazarus House in Lawrence.  
 
What if I have more questions? 
Call any of the friendly folks on the Yard Sale Committee: 
Kathleen Bates, 978-682-6108; Sarah Buck, 978-470-8745; 
Liz Dietz, 978-475-2199; Karen English, 978-474-0633; 
Elizabeth French, 978-470-1279; Susan Richardson, 978-
470-3665; Beth Rufo, 978-470-0115. 

Organ Recital by Barbara Bruns  

On Fisk Organ in Gloucester  

Sunday, September 28 at 4:00 pm  

 

I 
n celebration of the 20th anniversary of the installation 
of the Opus 97 C. B. Fisk organ at St. Johnõs Episcopal 
Church in Gloucester, Barbara Bruns will give a solo 

organ recital on Sunday, September 28 at 4:00 oõclock in the 
afternoon.  She will perform a varied program of organ 
works by J. S. Bach, Charles Marie Widor, and Simon Pre-
ston, as well as colorful arrangements of Japanese folk-
songs by Swiss organist, Guy Bovet.  The organ is an 18-
stop, 23-rank mechanical action organ with 1,044 pipes, two 
manuals and pedal.  It is slightly smaller in scope than the 
Opus 137 organ currently designed for Christ Church, An-
dover. This is a wonderful opportunity for parishioners 
from Christ Church to hear ð live! ð an instrument built by 
the C. B. Fisk Organ Company. You are cordially invited to 
attend the recital! (Admission is $15/$10 for students and 
seniors.) 

Music at Christ 

Church  

 

I 
f you love to sing or ring 
bells, consider joining one of 
the following choirs: 

 
 Angel Choir (grades K-2) 
 Tuesdays, 3:45-4:45 p.m.  

beginning September 16 

 

St. Cecilia Choristers (grades 3-8, unchanged voices)  
Tuesdays, 4:45-6:00 p.m.  
beginning September 16 
 

 Parish Choir (adults and high school singers) 
 Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
  beginning September 11 
 

 Bell Choir (adults and high school ringers) 
Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 
beginning October 2 
 

For further information, please contact Barbara Bruns, Min-
ster of Music, at bbruns@christchurchandover.org or call 
978-475-0529, Ext. 14.  

mailto:bbruns@christchurchandover.org
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some challenges this year that led to reduced hours 
for some members of our staff.  Our hope is to 
restore those hours through financial prudence and 
the increased generosity of people who love Christ 
Church. 

 

Î I hear a deep desire for not just numerical growth, 
but for spiritual growth, and meaningful growth in 
what it really means to be a Christian community.  
Although we are all stretched for time and most of 
us are way too busy, the nurture of our spiritual 
lives through worship, learning and service must be 
priorities if we are to stay focused and centered on 
what is truly important in these complicated times.  
Weõve scheduled quiet days, Sunday evening con-
templative services, prayer and study groups, and 
are always open to new suggestions from individu-
als and small groups for spiritual growth opportuni-
ties. 

Another question implied in the òso where is Christ Church 
going these days?ó is this:  are we turning inward, or reach-
ing outward?  The answer, I believe, is a resounding 
òBOTH!ó  Weõre working hard to improve our facilities so 
that they serve us well ð and serve Godõs purposes in us 
well ð for generations to come.   That process has involved 
lots of deep questions about what it is that God is calling 
Christ Church to be and to do, and how our physical spaces 
can best help us to achieve those things.  But at the same 
time, there is an amazing amount of new energy and focus 
around reaching out beyond our own four walls.  From 
Sunday School childrenõs service projects, to our Menõs 
Ministry focus on Habitat for Humanity and crutches for 
Haiti, to the various mission trips by groups in the parish, to 
efforts at environmental stewardship by our Wednesday 
morning ministry group  ð and many others ð Christ 
Church is showing a very healthy focus on the world 
around us.  We even have some people who want to revive 
the Christmas Fair to support mission projects in the devel-
oping world!  And the interest in my recent trip through 
Africa and how we should respond to what we have learned 
from it has been phenomenal!  Perish the thought that we 
might only be thinking about ourselves around here!   
 
Well, itõs about to happen.  Another program year is begin-
ning.  There are exciting things happening at Christ Church.   
Be sure you are here for the Christ Church Festival Sunday 

Rectorõs desk continued from p.1. 

on the 14th when youõll see so many of our ministries on 
display.  Perhaps youõll hear the call to use your own gifts in 
some new way, finding Christ more deeply in your own life 
through serving Christ in others. 
 
Come listen, learn, and share your thoughts on our building 
project and the worship space design process during Sep-
tember as well.  We have a once-a-generation opportunity 
to create something of enduring beauty that we will be very 
proud of for a long time ð and something that will make 
our worship more inspired than ever, bringing glory to God 
and nourishing us all in spirit. Come learn more about it at 
the all-parish meeting on Tuesday, September 23rd at 7 p.m. 
 
So, where IS Christ Church going these days?  I would like 
to believe that weõre going deeper into the heart of God;  
that weõre becoming a more diverse but unified congrega-
tion;  that weõre learning in community to live the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in ways that change our own lives and make a 
difference in our world.  How does that sound to you?! 
 
Iõll be looking for you in church! 
Jeff+ 

Continuedé. 

Rectorõs desk continued. 

Transitions  
 

Baptisms 
 

June 22 
 

Devon James McCoy,  
son of Jennifer Fiorentino and Douglas McCoy 

Nina Emilia Pierson, 
daughter of Geoffrey & Ana Pierson 

 

July 13 
 

Thomas David Dubow 
son of Joseph & Amy Dubow 

  
Memorials 

Marjorie (Midge) Marsden - May 12 
 

Charles A. Ellis - May 17 
 

Norman C. Frost - July 17 
 

Donald G. Thompson - July 26 
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6th Annual Deanery  

Workshop Day  

Saturday, October 25  

8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.  

Christ Church, Andover  

 
Centering Prayer, St. James, Amesbury  

(Linda Davis Siess) 
 

òAnger in the Bible?ó Christ Church, Andover 
(Rosemarie Buxton) 

 

ABCõS of Altar Flower Arraigning, All Saints, Chelmsford 
(Marilyn Livingston and Friends) 

 

Art in Liturgy, St. Anneõs, North Billerica  
(The Rev. Gay Cox) 

 

Green Deanery, West Newbury (Brent Was) 
 

Capital Campaigns/Buildings Mission, St. Paulõs, 
 Newburyport (The Rev. Martha Hubbard) 

 

Leadership/Spirituality for Vestry members and Clergy 
Bishop Cederholm  

 

Parishes in Transition: Round Table (Leader TBA) 
 

Sacred Circle Dance, Trinity, Haverhill (Nancy Morrissey) 
 

Early American Congregational Song, Christ Church,  
Andover (Dr. Peter Bell) 

 

Whoõs Your Neighbor? St. Anneõs Lowell (The Rev. 
Ramon Aymerich and friends) 

 

Godly Play and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Round 
Table St. James Amesbury and Christ Church Andover 

(Kimberly Potts, Kathleen Bates and friends) 
 

These workshops are free, however there is a suggested 
donation of  $10 per person to help defray some of the 
expenses. 

 

Province 1 Safe Church Training will be offered  
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. for an additional fee of $40! 

 

You can register for these workshops by calling Kim at 
978-388-9369 or by emailing at mvdeanery@yahoo.com  

 

Look for full brochure with full explanations of each 
workshop!! 

Letôs Celebrate 

the Return of 

the Fair!  

 

P 
lans are afoot for another 
Christmas Fair with most 
of the Old Favorites re-

turning in 2008: Greens, Bakery, 
Country Kitchen, Gourmet Shop, Knitting, Christmas 
Decorations and Gift Wrap, Christmas Gifts, Music Old 
and New, and Santa if his busy schedule permits.   So even 
though weõre still holding on to the end of summer, please 
start thinking about recipes and knitting patterns, and about 
where you would be willing to give an hour or two.   Con-
tact christmasfair2008@comcast.net with questions, sugges-
tions, and offers of help! 

We have teachers in place to teach church school.  If you 
would like to volunteer to participate in any of the other 
various types of projects mentioned above, please contact 
any member of the newly convened Children's Christian 
Education Committee (which replaces the former Church 
School Board structure and the Christian Education Com-
mittee): Jen Cordes (co-chair), Susan Bozorth (co-chair), 
Kathleen Bates, Liz Dietz, or Adam Shoemaker.  Church 
School registration is on September 14th, and classes begin 
September 21st! 

Christian Ed continued from p. 4. 

A Night  
with the  Stars  

3rd Annual Dinner & Auction 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Friday, October 17th, 2008 at 7 p.m. 
Wyndham Boston Andover Hotel 

mailto:mvdeanery@yahoo.com
mailto:christmasfair2008@comcast.net

