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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  
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All Things are Possible with God  
 

A 
s a seminary professor of mine once noted about the mysterious event 
that we now celebrate as Easter, òthough we cannot be exactly sure 
what happened in the days following Jesusõ crucifixion on a cross, it is 

undeniable that something happened ð something new and powerful and trans-
formative happened that set human history off in an entirely new direction.ó 
 

It would be hard to disagree with my former professorõs assessment if we were 
to consider what most believe to be the historical facts of òthe case.ó  Most 
would agree, for example, that a Jewish teacher named Jesus emerged from 
humble origins in a town called Nazareth, sometime in the first century, and 
attracted to his side a small group of mostly marginal Galileans as a result of 
his teaching and preaching.  Jesus preached something called òthe Kingdom of 
Godó and became renowned for his ability to heal.  His message was ulti-
mately deemed a threat to the Roman Empire and he was turned over to Pon-
tius Pilate, a local governor, to be executed by crucifixion (a death so horrible 
that its sheer brutality was meant to stand as a warning to others not to defy 
Rome).  And yet, we all know that the story does not end there. 
 

Something happened.   
 

Though the Jesus movement did not initially appear to be anything special 
given all of the other religious movements at the time and though Jesusõ fol-
lowers were mainly uneducated and impoverished laborers ð hardly a group 
thought capable of much of anything, something happened.  Something hap-
pened to this small and seemingly insignificant group of men and women who 
had fearfully followed behind Jesus and had hidden away (except for a few of 
the women) as the powerful Roman authorities executed him as a common 
criminal.   
 

The darkness of this moment in time must have felt insurmountable and 
hopeless for those who had followed Jesus.  They must have felt ashamed by 
how they had failed to stand up for him as he was apprehended by the authori-
ties.  They must have felt confused by how things had ended given all they had 
invested in him.  They must have felt scared for their future. 
 

But then, something happened. 
 

Almost inexplicably, this small group of disciples found it within themselves to 
carry on Jesusõ movement.  They found courage that they had not exhibited 
before and continued to gather together, at great risk and under the threat of 
arrest and execution. They gathered in small groups to break bread together, to 
tell stories of Jesus, to carry on his teaching and to make other disciples. When 
they gathered, many had the experience of feeling as though God was still with 
them in the risen presence of their former companion and friend.  These ex-

Continued on p. 5...  

Agape Supper - Maundy 

Thursday, April 9 at 

6:00 p.m.  
 

òAgapeó is a Greek word referring to 
Godõs unconditional love, a love, which 
Christians strive for in our own lives. The 
early Christians had a simple feast coincid-
ing with the observance of Holy Thursday 
and other observances of the Lordõs Supper. 
This was òto demonstrate kindred love 
regardless of rank, scandal or offense.ó 

 

T 
he Last Supper was the origin of 
our celebration of the Eucharist 
every Sunday, and with our cele-

bration of the Agape dinner we relive 
that moment in the life of Christ and his 
disciples.  The last three days of Lent are 
the Sacred Triduum of Maundy Thurs-
day, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, 

Continued on p. 9... 
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Iona Pilgrimage Group  

Donates Tithe to  

Esperanza and REACH  
 

T 
he Pilgrimage Group who went to Iona last sum-

mer gave half of their tithe to Esperanza Academy 

for support of the 8th grade Washington DC trip.  

The remainder of the tithe went to the REACH project in 

Kenya to support playing fields and soccer uniforms to aid 

those youth working on reconciliation after the genocide. 

Below is a thank-you note from Esperanza. 
 

Dear Christ Church Youth, 
 

Thank you so much for donating money for our Washing-
ton trip.  We greatly appreciate everything you do to help 
our school.  All of the 8th grade is looking forward to go-
ing. Thank you so much for supporting us. 
 

Sincerely,  
Zolieid D. 

Project Breadôs Annual 

Walk for Hunger  

Sunday, May 3  

Starts on Boston Common 7 -9 a.m.  

 

W 
ith poverty and unemployment rising at unprece-
dented rates and 522,000 people across the state 
struggling to put food on the table, this yearõs 

Walk for Hunger is more important than ever. Since 1969, 
The Walk for Hunger has relied on support from religious 
organizations. Over the years, that support has grown from 
one to more than 1,000 religious and community organiza-
tions that come out to protest the social injustice of hunger 
in our midst. Now is the time to step up and join us for Pro-
ject Breadõs Annual Walk for Hunger on Sunday, May 3. With 
the economy struggling, every dollar, every mile, and every 
volunteer hour counts for our neighbors-in-need. Your 
pledges feed people through emergency food programs 
throughout the state and through many food programs in 
schools, after school programs, and pediatrician offices, 
which integrate help into the ordinary fabric of everyday 
life. 
 
Celebrate the spirit of giving along with over 40,000 other 
concerned citizens by participating in this Massachusetts 
family tradition. For more information, visit 
www.projectbread.org/walk or call 617-723-5000. 

YLA Mission 

Work in  

El Salvador  

 

T 
his summer I have the 
chance to go with the 
Youth Leadership Academy 

(YLA) on a mission trip to El Salvador.  The YLA  program 
is a program run by the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
that helps teenagers, like myself, grow and develop as lead-
ers. Each year YLAers learn important leadership skills such 
as active listening, decision making and how to set priorities.  
Through this program we explore our faith and serve others 
in a variety of ways.   Most former members of the YLA 
program become active members of the Diocesan Youth 
Counsel and often work at the Barbara C. Harris Camp.  
Christ Church has had many YLA members and hope to 
still have more.    
 

This year we are serving the people of El Salvador in the 
Bajo Lempa region of that country.  El Salvador is a very 
small country in Central America that has always had much 
poverty.  This region has always been the poorest area and 
was destroyed by a terrible war in the early 1990s. The Epis-
copal Church is working to help rebuild it.  This is the sec-
ond year of a three-year program called Hasta la Cosecha 
which is an agricultural project aimed at breaking rural cy-
cles of poverty.  The group of Episcopal youth who went 
from the Diocese of Massachusetts last year built a bridge 
that now enables the villagers to get back and forth between 
all other regions once the rainy season begins.  Although it 
has yet to be decided what this yearõs YLA group will be 
working on, it is likely to be agricultural and involve irriga-
tion. 
 

Because the Youth Leadership Academy is a group of di-
ocesan high-schoolers, I would like to give all members of 
the church to participate in this wonderful event by spon-
soring a part of this outreach project.  There are ten YLAers 
going and five adult mentors, including Dr. Don DeLollis. 
Our goal is to raise $2000 each.  This not only covers travel 
expenses but also much support for the community.  Please 
see Peter Novello for copies of the project report. All dona-
tions are tax-deductible and you will receive a letter from 
the Diocese.  Please help support the youth of the diocese 
and the people of Bajo Lempa!  Checks can be made pay-
able to the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts (memo line: 
YLA-El Salvador) and can be given directly to me or sent to 
my home, 84 Pine Ridge Road in North Andover. Thank 
you. 

Peter Novello 

http://www.projectbread.org/walk
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Holy Week  

 

Worship  

 

Schedule  
 
 

The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday ð April 5 
 

8:00 a.m. Blessing of the Palms, Passion Drama and Holy 
Eucharist 

 

10:00 a.m.  Blessing of the Palms, Passion Drama and 
Holy Eucharist 

Procession begins at 9:45 a.m. at the Rectory. 
 

 Wednesday in Holy Weekð April 8 
 

 7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Healing in the 
North Chapel 

 

7:00 p.m. Taiz® prayer service in the North Chapel 
 

 Maundy Thursday ð April 9 
 

 6:00 p.m.  Agape supper in the Parish Hall  
 

7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist,   
with foot washing, stripping of the altar,  

and reservation of the Sacrament.  
Vigil continues in the Moses Chapel until midnight. 

 
 Good Friday ð April 10 

 

  7:30 p.m.  Good Friday Liturgy with Holy Communion 
from the Reserved Sacrament 

 

10:00 p.m. J2A Good Friday Service 
( all youth are invited to attend) 

 
 Holy Saturday ð April 11 

 

 9:00 a.m.  Holy Saturday liturgy in the North Chapel 
 

 Easter Eve ð April 11 
 

 8:00 p.m.  The Great Vigil of Easter 
 

 Easter Day ð April 12 
 

 8:00 a.m.  Festal Holy Eucharist with Baptism 
 

10:00 a.m. Festal Holy Eucharist  

Fasting and Feasting  
 

T 
his year, April is the month when we move from 
fasting to feasting. We move from the disciplines we 
took on for Lent (either giving something up or tak-

ing something on) to the best and òhighestó of our high 
holy feast days: Easter.  
 

In the Episcopal tradition, we are still invited to consider 
fasting on two days of the church year: Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday.  On those days, we are invited to take no 
food ð only liquids- between the morning hours and 3 p.m., 
when the Medieval Church traditionally broke the fast.  If 
you have never tried fasting and are physically strong, I 
want to ask you to consider fasting on Good Friday. There 
are several reasons to consider doing this: 
 

1) You can proclaim your commitment to the spiritual 
as being more important than the material. Fasting 
reminds us that òman does not live by bread alone.ó  
 

2) You can demonstrate to yourself that God is your 
priority. We often eat by rote habit in the Western 
world; this discipline reminds us that we love God 
more than immediate comfort or typical routine. 
 

3) You can remind yourself of the sorrow of the cruci-
fixion in a physical way. When we mourn, we often 
resist food out of our sorrow. Denying ourselves food 
for one day is a way to stand with Christ and experi-
ence a tiny fraction of his  sacrifice. 
 

4) You can make room in yourself for an òemptinessó 
only God can fill. Our physical hunger can be a good 
teacher about the spiritual hunger only our  Savior can 
satisfy. 

 

Then, on Easter Day, or at the Easter Vigil, I invite you to 
participate fully in the great Feast of Easter and the long 
season of feasting which follows. In fact, during Eastertide, 
it is typical for many Anglican congregations to skip the 
òconfession of sinó in the service because of the great 
promise that Christ has saved us from our sins and re-
deemed us. The attitude of feasting was so strong in the 
Medieval church that you could be excommunicated for 
kneeling (an act of penitence) during Easter. In the modern 
church, we donõt insist on joy, but everyone is encouraged 
to find the joy, the feast, the promise, the celebration in our 
50 days of Eastertide. Godõs invitation is for us to honor 
the one resurrection of Jesus Christ and then practice the 
joy of resurrection in our daily life. We are called to move 
from fasting to feasting.  
 

Peace in Christ,  
Margaret 
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News from Christ 

Church Childrenôs 

Center  

 

T 
he Christ Church Childrenõs Center 
Board of Directors is pleased to announce Christy 
Harvey has been hired to be the new Director of 

CCCC.  Christy will assume her new duties beginning in 
August.  Christy currently teaches the four-year-old morn-
ing and afternoon classes at CCCC.  She brings a wealth of 
experience and knowledge to the position, both in and out 
of the classroom.  Christy has a B.A. in Liberal Arts from 
Leslie University, with a major in Early Childhood Develop-
ment, and will earn her Masterõs Degree in Early Childhood 
Education from Leslie University in August of 2009.  Prior 
to coming to CCCC in 2006, she was the Director at the 
Childrenõs Workshop at Fox Hill School in Danvers. 
Christy has more than eighteen years combined experience 
as a teacher, director, consultant and home visitor that will 
undoubtedly prove invaluable in her new role as CCCC Di-
rector.  We are thrilled that Christy has accepted the posi-
tion. We are excited to see her abundant energy, passion 
and creativity carry Christ Church Childrenõs Center into 
the future. 
 

Sue Witham is retiring in June after 21 years as CCCCõs first 
and only administrative assistant.  Sue first came to Christ 
Church in 1978 shortly after moving to Andover from 
Holyoke.  When her children, Sarah and T.J., were attending 
Christ Church Nursery School, Sue joined the Board of Di-
rectors.  As a board member, she began volunteering in the 
CCCC office and then was hired as Administrative Assistant 
in 1988.  Over the years, Sue greeted parents, answered the 
phone, gave tours, provided every kind of support imagin-
able to teachers and gradually adapted to the computer age.  
She has been on the front line of attracting generations of 
parents to Christ Church Childrenõs Center and she will be 
missed.  We wish her many happy and relaxing years of re-
tirement at her new old home in Meredith, New Hamp-
shire! 
 

Registration has begun for Parent-Toddler Playtime for the 
2009-10 school year.  Openings are available in both the 
9:15-10:30 and the 11:00-12:15 sessions.  The program runs 
from October 5, 2009 until May 24, 2010.  There are two 
ten-week sessions and one eight-week session.    Please call 
475-4037 for registration forms and information.  Parents 
and children currently enrolled are having a terrific time! If 

Continued on p. 5... 

Save the Date!  
 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL  

at South Church  

Sponsored by  

Christ Church, South   Church,  

and West Parish  
 

Monday - Thursday July 27 -30  

 

T 
his VBS will take place in the evening, begin with a 
simple supper, and have offerings for both children 
and adults. Please stay tuned for more details!  

J2A Fuddruckers 

Tuesday Night  

Supper a Success!  

 
 

M 
any thanks go to the Grant family and all those 
who helped to make our March Tuesday Night 
Supper at Fuddruckers a big success. It was truly 

an intergenerational event and helped to raise $300 towards 
the J2A pilgrimage trip being planned for the summer of 
2010.  

J2A Good Friday Service 

10:00 -11:00 p.m.  

 

T 
his will be a contemplative, candle-lit service includ-
ing interactive stations, a simple Communion service, 
and a ceremonial burning of petitions.  Though 

geared towards the J2A, all youth who would like to partici-
pate are invited to attend.  

Communion Enrichment Class  
 

J ust a note there will not be a Spring 2009 Communion 
Enrichment class offered.  I am working with the pro-
gram materials and schedule to enhance the content and 

substance of this class offering. After discussion with Adam 
Shoemaker, we plan to announce a schedule in the fall that 
will allow for families to participate in a class designed to 
discuss and explore our communion experience here at 
Christ Church.  
 

Please contact Kathleen Bates (978-682-6108 or 
aikmbates@verizon.net) if you have questions.  

mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
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periences strengthened and nourished them and, in a rela-
tively short period of time of just a few hundred years, the 
movement of people striving to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus that now called itself òChristianityó had spread across 
the known world.  Even the powerful Roman Empire was 
ultimately converted to the message preached by this seem-
ingly simple Nazarene named Jesus. 
 

We are all spiritual descendents of this small, original group 
of disciples whose lives were forever changed by the myste-
rious events surrounding the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus of Nazareth.  We gather together today, over two 
thousand years later, in similar ways; to hear stories told, to 
break bread together, and to find the face of God in the 
risen Christ and, by extension, one another.  We come with 
the same struggles and fears and anxieties that so often held 
back the men and women that first followed Jesus.  We 
continue to wrestle with whatõs possible for ourselves and 
our world and frequently fall short of the love that we know 
we are called to embody if we are to truly follow in Christõs 
footsteps. 
 

But then, we remember Easter and that miraculous event 
that we call òthe resurrection.ó  It escapes our own capacity 
to know or to adequately understand but promises that all 
things are possible with God.  Easter is a time when we 
are invited to place ourselves, with all the other disciples in 
ages past, outside the empty tomb.  We are invited to stand 
back in awe and amazement and to allow ourselves to be 
transformed again and again by this mysterious moment in 
time.   
 

And yet, Easter is more than a moment in time but a way of 
being.  As Christians, we are called to be òEaster people.ó 
We are called to go out and share this story or, better yet, 
our story ð how it is that weõve personally experienced resur-
rection and new life ð how it is that God has been at work 
spreading the seeds of hope even amidst seemingly hopeless 
or impossible situations.  As one scholar once noted, òthe 
stone was rolled away from the é [empty tomb], not to 
permit Christ to come out, but to enable the disciples to go 
in.ó  Easter is about stepping back into the empty tomb and 
considering anew its meaning for us and for our world.   
 

May Easter continue to find us ready and willing to step 
into this foundational mystery of our faith ð to consider 
again that òthings which were cast down are [now] being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are [now] being 
made new.ó All things are possible with God. 
 

Easter Blessings, 
 

Adam 

With God continued from p. 1. 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame  

 

Tuesday Night Supper  

April 14 - 6 p.m.  

 

J oin the Menõs Ministry for a fun Take 
me out to the Ballgame evening as we 
welcome the Red Sox and baseball 

back to officially kick-off spring!  Our 
menu will include Fenway Franks, Grilled Sausages with 
Onions & Peppers, plenty of Peanuts, Cracker Jacks and a 
Green Monster Salad.   
 
The evening will feature Eagle Tribune Sports Writer, Bill 
Burt, who will talk about the 2009 baseball season, the 
American League race between the Sox, re-loaded Yankees, 
and the Rays, as well as how the departure of Manny Rami-
rez will impact the Red Sox in 2009. Bill will also lead a ques-
tion and answer session for attendees of all ages on any 
sports topic. 
 
While the Menõs Ministry is hosting this supper, everyone is 
encouraged to come! This supper will be a fundraiser for 
the J2A Youth Groupsõ pilgrimage trip and we plan to have 
Red Sox tickets as part of a silent auction. There will be ac-
tivities for the children. It will be a fun evening for all. 
Please wear your favorite teamõs uniform, baseball cap. Yes, 
Mets and Yankees fans are welcome! 
 
Please sign up on the bulletin board, so we can properly 
plan this evening. 

 
If you have baseball tickets or baseball 

memorabilia that you can donate to help 

our J2A for fundraising for their pilgrim-

age, please contact Peter Novello at 

ppn27@comcast.net . 

you are looking for an activity for you and your toddler be-
ginning in the fall, call quickly to sign up. 
 

Openings are still available for the 2009-10 school year in 
the Playgroup Class on Wednesdays and Fridays, Tuesday/
Thursday and Monday/Wednesday/Friday three-year-old 
classes and the afternoon four-year old class.  Call us if you 
are interested and we will be glad to set up an appointment 
for you to see the program in action. 
 

Leslie McGovern 

CCCC continued from p. 4. 

mailto:ppn27@comcast.net
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May  

Prophet  

Articles Due   

 

T 
he deadline for the May Prophet  is Thursday, 
April 16. By this date, parishioners are encouraged 
to submit to Debbie Moskal, Director of Communi-

cations, articles about the life of the congregation, events or 
committees.  

It Is Hard to Make a  

Difference If You Canôt 

Find Your Keys  

 

D 
uring the Adult Education hour beginning at 11:30 
a.m. on Sunday, April 26th and Sunday, May 3rd, 
author and Organizing Consultant, Dr. Marilyn 

Paul, will offer two hour-long workshops on living a simpli-
fied and spiritual life. 
 
We know that too much stuff weighs us down and depletes 
our energy and resources. In the first program, òItõs All Too 
Much!ó Dr. Paul will offer us tips for pragmatic manage-
ment of our emails, voice mails, and other demands and help 
us to make room for daily nourishment for our souls. In 
òDeep Declutteringó, the second program, Dr. Paul will 
help us identify the many sources of clutter in our lives and 
review the strategies for reducing them. Please join us. 
 
On May 3rd, from 1:30 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m., Dr. Paul will offer 
her three-hour workshop, òIt is Hard to Make A Differ-
ence When You Canõt Find Your Keys.ó Limited space is 
available. The cost per person is $20, but we encourage you 
to call the office if you would like a scholarship for this 
workshop. Please call Debbie at the Christ Church office at 
978-475-0529 ext. 10 to reserve a place or to be put on the 
waiting list. A simple lunch will be offered for those who 
attend both the Adult Education Class and the workshop on 
May 3rd. 

Sunday Coffee Hour 

Needs  

Bakers & Buyers  

 

C 
alling all Coffee Hour attendees, 
our bakers and buyers have gone 
above and beyond to provide us 

with all sorts of delights after church each 
Sunday.  We need a few new recruits to help finish out the 
year, if you can provide a plate of goodies any Sunday in 
April or May, please email Marti Johnson at martijohn-
son@comcast.net or call  978-276-5664. 
 

Thank you, 
Marti Johnson 

Palms for  

Palm Sunday  

 

J esusõ entrance into Jerusalem, ac-cented by jubilant waving of palm 
fronds, is re-enacted each Palm 

Sunday in Christian congregations 
worldwide as the observance of Holy Week begins. More 
that 300 million palm fronds are harvested each year for the 
U.S. consumption alone, most of them for Palm Sunday. 
 
For the last few years Christ Church has received palms 
from the Andrew Lane Co. which purchases palms from a 
family farm in South Texas. The farm grows native palm 
trees for landscaping and Palm Sunday services. The family 
put aside over 300 acres of land as a permanent preserve in 
the Rio Grande Valley known as the Harriet B. Ginsbach 
Wilderness Area.  
 
Fields are only harvested once a year, serving as a safe haven 
for local plants and wildlife. Leaves are only taken from ma-
ture trees and when the trees are ready to be sold for land-
scaping applications. The Palm Sunday palms  come from a 
variety of desert palms and they do not sell the over-
harvested tropical Chamaedorea palm.  
 
The annual harvest of palms provides workers with good pay 
and employs more than 200 workers in one of the poorest 
counties in the U.S. Almost 75% of these workers return 
year-after-year to work for the company. Workers are paid 
fairly and treated according to all legal and ethical standards.  
 

Jeffôs Blog 
 

S 
everal people have asked us to reprint the web ad-
dress of Jeffõs blog about his sabbatical. Go to 
www.jeffgilljourney.blogspot.com to read his entries 

and see a map of all the places that heõs going.  You can also 
send a comment to him through the blog.  Itõs fascinating 
reading! 

mailto:dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
mailto:martijohnson@comcast.net
mailto:martijohnson@comcast.net
http://www.jeffgilljourney.blogspot.com
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Transitions  
 

Confirmations 
St Paulõs Newburyport, MA  

 

March 28 
Dawn Joy Oulton 
Peter John Bell 

 
Marriage 

 

March 21 
Linda Ludwig & John Mele 

 
Funerals 

 

Ronald Howard - January 29 
Janice Caffrey Hyslip - March 26 

Thrift Shop  

Featured on Local 

Television  

 

O 
ur Thrift Shop has gone to 
the small screen! This 
month, the local Andover 

television station featured a show on the Park Street shop 
with some history and views of the shop and merchandise. 
It lets the viewer understand a bit of the ministry of the 
shop and how it helps other local charities. It is great to see 
that Andover values the Thrift Shop both as a local business 
and a way of serving the community! The Shop provides 
essential services on a daily basis to folks whose budgets are 
stretched to the limit and to those who are simply hunting 
for bargains. At the same time, with such a great need for 
conservation and recycling, we are successfully turning trash 
into treasure. 
 

The shop features a sale in the last 2 weeks of every month 
so come on by for extra good prices. Volunteers are always 
needed and you will be pleasantly surprised how much fun 
it is! 
 

The Thrift Shop is open Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. - 4 

p.m. and the first three Saturdays of the month from 10 

a.m. - 2 p.m. 

2009 Planned Giving  
 

T 
his is an excellent time to make a gift through your 
will or from your IRA to The Parish of Christ 
Church. Should you need help with forms or sug-

gestions on how to add a codicil to your will, please call Jim 
Walker or Maria Chan at the Glebe House. Also request the 
excellent brochure Planning For The End Of Life. 
 

The Marland Fund will benefit from your consideration and 
follow-through. 

Notes from the Vestry  
 

T 
hank you to all who have so generously responded 
to our Stewardship Campaign by making your 
pledge for 2009.  Jim Walker has graciously taken 

the reins of the Stewardship Committee and we are very 
grateful to him. Vestry members have been making calls to 
parishioners to help us meet our goals and hopefully avoid 
painful reductions. 
 

Meanwhile, we continue to work on plans to renovate our 
church and how to proceed with the capital campaign.  
There is a small committee working on this. 
 

We are also taking a look at all of our many different minis-
try areas in an effort to learn where there are gaps that we 
could improve our outreach efforts.  It is our intention to 
give our Parish Tithe throughout the year rather than at the 
end in order to be more intentional, better informed, and 
most importantly to make it one of our first priorities each 
month. 

Easter Egg Hunt   
 

A 
ll Church School-aged children (pre
-K ð 5th grade) are welcome to 
participate in an Easter egg hunt 

following the conclusion of the 10 a.m. 
Easter service.  Eggs will be hidden in the 
playground (behind the Glebe House ð 25 Central Street, 
just down from the church), for younger children, and in 
the cemetery for all others. All children who would like to 
participate should be accompanied by a parent. 
 

A note about hiding the eggs in the cemetery: The tradition of 
Easter egg hunts emerged, in the early church, to help to 
symbolize the themes of rebirth and new life that we associ-
ate with this most important time in the church calen-
dar.  Hiding the eggs in the parish cemetery is another way 
for us to help to symbolize the Resurrection and seems es-
pecially appropriate during this special time of year.  
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Three Kripalu Yoga Dance  

Benefits at Christ Church  
 

C 
ome and have fun getting totally in touch with 
yourself at every level. Yoga Dance helps you to 
enjoy the  connections between your physical, spiri-

tual, and emotional selves and your connections with others 
as we move joyfully through the energy centers of our bod-
ies to great music.  Absolutely no yoga or dance experience 
needed.  Exercise level:  Easy to follow, gentle stretching 
to more energetic, low-impact aerobic activity to a peace-
filled close. Fun level: Out of the park!  For: Adults, teens, 
children eight and above with parents. 
 

Classes will be held in the Meeting Room. See Cheryl Cro-
nin  or call her at 978-686-8665 for more information. 
Donations accepted at all three events will be split 50/50 
between Christ Church and the following local charities for 
benefits held on these Sundays:  
 

April  5th @ 1 p.m. - Lazarus House, Lawrence 
May 17th  @ 1 p.m. - Esperanza Academy, Lawrence 

Thinking About 

Summer Camp ?  

 

B 
arbara Harris Camp & 
Conference Center is 
one of New Englandõs 

premiere Christian camps offering great new facilities, an 
incredible staff and an outstanding program.  Since opening 
in 2003, these small-group-approach programs and a strong 
commitment to excellence have created this wonderful and 
safe environment, where each camper feels accepted, builds 
new friendships, and enjoys Christian formation activities. 
 
Located just northwest of Nashua, NH in Greenfield ð this 
326 acre camp is on Otter Lake.  It is owned and operated 
by the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts and offers a 
Christian community that inspires campers to grow in faith 
while having an awesome summer experience with tradi-
tional camp activities. 
 
Weeklong sessions run from June 28th through August 8th.  
Many of our Christ Church families and youth have both 
attended and/or joined the counseling team at the Camp.  
Weekly programs begin on Sunday afternoons and finish 
the following Saturday morning.  Age-appropriate grouping 
and 1 to 4 adult/camper ratios create specific programs for 
Grades three through 10 with age-appropriate housing and 
activities. 
 
There is a family camp weekend scheduled for June 25-28th 
if you would like a great start to the summer.  Specialty 
camps also are offered including art, choir and horseback 
riding ~ even soccer! 
 
For more information, visit the website at 
www.bchcenter.org or email at info@bchcenter.org.  Finan-
cial aid information and forms are available through both 
sites and at 603-547-3400.  Look at the bulletin board just 
across from the kitchen outside the Parish Hall to see previ-
ous yearõs pictures, pick up registration forms and view this 
yearõs brochure.   
 
Feel free to contact me or Mary Charlotte Buck 
(mcpenquin@omcast.net) directly.  Many of our youth will 
be returning to Camp this summer for their 6th year! Christ 
Church has many families that would be happy to answer 
any questions you or your children may have.  Kathleen 
Bates 978-682-6108 or aikmbates@verizon.net . 

Unique volunteer experience!  
 

W 
e are the Pitts Family (Brian, Jackie, Emme - age 
5 1/2, Drew - age 4 and Avery - age 19 months) 
and we have been part of the Christ Church 

community for about seven months.  We moved to Ando-
ver a little over a year ago and at this same time our son was 
diagnosed with autism.  It has been a challenging year to say 
the least, but we have felt very supported by the church, our 
new friends and the school system. 
 

We have recently decided to embark on an intensive in-
home program for Drew and we are looking for volunteers 
to help us.  The program combines a nonjudgmental atti-
tude with an intense effort to engage and motivate our son 
to reach his full potential.  We think Drew  will make great 
strides.   
 

We are looking for volunteers who have energy, excitement, 
and enthusiasm; who want to make a difference in the life 
of a very special child; who welcome an opportunity to en-
rich his/her life; and who can make a weekly commitment 
of 4-6 hours for at least six months.  There is no experience 
necessary.  We will provide training and on-going feed-
back.  If interested, please call Jackie or Brian at 978-409-
2316 or email us at jciriellopitts@hotmail.com.  And of 
course we always welcome your thoughts and 
prayers.  Thank you for considering this. 
 

Sincerely, 
The Pitts Family 

 

http://www.bchcenter.org/
mailto:info@bchcenter.org
mailto:mcpenquin@omcast.net
mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
mailto:jciriellopitts@hotmail.com



