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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire
to put God’s love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK

n one short mont h, I 81 | dmémesftresd L b b at
and renewal apart from the daily routine of parish ministry. I will miss see-
ing all of you on a regular basis and being part of the cycle of seasons and
parish activities. But I also know that I will return reinvigorated, refreshed, and ASh <
renewed for the next period of our life together. The Lilly Endowment Clergy Wednesda,y
Renewal Grant, which will fund this sabbatical, says this in its grant proposal
materials:
SERVICES
Lilly Endowment seeks to strengthen Christian congregations by providing FEBRUARY 25, 2009
opportunities for pastors to step away briefly from the persistent obligations
of daily parish life and to engage in a period of renewal and reflection. Re- 7:00 a.m.
newal periods are not vacations, but times for intentional exploration and re- 12:00 p.m.
flection, for regaining the enthusiasm and creativity for ministry, for discover- 7:30 p.m.
ing what wil/ make the pastords
Holy Eucharist with the
Sabbaticals are for congregations, too! In fact, the whole Lilly Endowment Imposition of Ashes
Clergy Renewal program is designed with this in mind, and includes activities in the church.

both during and after the sabbatical for reflecting on how the congregation has
grown and changed during this period. Here are some of the things that mem-
bers of other congregations have said about their sabbatical periods: IN THIS ISSUE

Our congregation grew closer together and closer to our pastor during the | NEIGHBORS IN NEED P.2
sabbatical process.
TRINITY INSTITUTE

The pastor was able to build up the spiritual strength to work through some | UPDATE p.2
difficult issues within the congregation that would have been even more diffi-
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FORUMS P.3
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THANK YOU WHAT WILL YOU DO TOWARDS
FOR THE RADICAL ABUNDANCE?
CHRISTMAS ach Webinar participant in the Trinity Institute
GIFTS Theological Conference on Radical Abundance at

the oOoOthank youd cards

on the bulletin board. They are from the children in
Lawrence thanking you for the Christmas gifts that you sent
last December. There are also pictures of some of the chil-
dren and some letters as well. One letter is from Elizabeth
Sweeney, associate director of Family Service. She writes:
00n behalf of Family Service, our staff, Board of Dire
families that we serve, please accept my sincere thank
gifts provided by your members. | know this past yea
cult financially for many people, yet | continue to be
generosity of your members. The little extras like the
the attention to detail in the wrapping, and the person
each child was above and beyond what was anticipate
that you have made a difference and helped create a
the | ife of many chil drer

I hope you have seen

Together, we provided Christmas gifts with hats and mit-
tens for 80 children that Family Service in Lawrence is
working with. We hope you enjoyed doing this as much as
Carol and | did. Thank you for your participation. A spe-
cial thanks to Kathleen Bates who organized the mittens
and hats; Meg and Jim Walker who helped assemble hats
and mittens with the presents; and Sloane Gugger for help-
ing to deliver them. We hope to do this again.

Allen TownsendforThe Mends Mini st

NEIGHBORS IN NEED

he Little Red Wagons the chil-

dren pull down the aisle each

week are filled with food for our
Neighbors in Need (NIRgase bring
food on Sunday mornings so the wag-
ons are overflowing for our neighbors.
This is one way in which we can AND DO make a differ-
ence. While you are shopping, the foods most appreciated
are Goya beans, canned vegetables, rice, pasta and U
sweetened cerealFor our babies, we appreciate Enfamil
with iron, Enfamil Prosobee, and Similac Advance

Continued on. 5

Christ Church committed to one or more of these
actions. We hope they may provide some ideas for you!

1.) Contact Massachusetts Interfaith Power and Light for an
energy audit and conservation ideas
1-617-879-0446; http://www.mipandl.org/contact.html

2.) Sign up for Renewable Sources of Energy at $12/month
ct through my electric company (info available in your bill)

S
- 1 3.) Develop my own passions towards ABUNDANCE
; 4.) Talk to others

a5) Put REUSABLE bags in my car for groceries d BRING

;S THEM IN TO THE STORE!

' 6.) Stop taking plastic grocery bags

7.) Engage in creating Green Jobs, including Roof Top Gar-
dening

8.) Seek allies in greener living

9.) Read: Agenda for a New Economy: From Phantom
Wealth to Real Wealth by David Korten

10.) Speak to my children about the purpose of recycling
(environmental and economic)

- McLaren, Diocesan Learning Event March 7

Helen Pickard

11.) Seek information on 0b
to residential)

12.) Consume less.

13.) Share enthusiasm with others

14.) Continue the conversations at Christ Church d Adult

Ed., Tuesday Night Suppers, etc.

15.) Seek more info on Roof Top Gardening

16.) Epiphany Study of OEve


http://www.mipandl.org/contact.html
http://www.davidkorten.org/NewEconomyBook
http://www.davidkorten.org/NewEconomyBook

LIFE AT CHRIST CHURCH
SUMMER YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO I CHORAL EVENSONG I
NEW YORK CITY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 AT 5:00 P.M.
OBut seek the wel fare of %4 Qy eP@”Shg}?'Ho{) st rch[% he |
for i wel fare you ilagmpc Itis ertqorgé (Jer
them by Herbert Howells
owllare we, as Christians, to respond to the Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks
O easingly desperate situations, in most of
ouMl urban centers, as a result of the eco- H 3 y
nomi coll apse that we hlave g?6 Ther

perhaps, no more relevant question for us to ask ourselves,
at this time, given our commitment as baptized Christians.
One compelling answer to such a question is to re-dedicate
ourselves to service d to re-dedicate ourselves to seeking the
face of God in the face of the poor and the marginalized;
those most immediately impacted by a line-item budget cut
or even a companyads
workforce.

The witness of Holy Scripture, in fact, could be said to be
primarily concerned with pointing us directly to the poor
and most marginalized individuals in our society as the most
direct encounter we could have with God. Mother Teresa
once said, OWhere is Ged
He is the creator, He is everything. But where is He to my
human eyes? To make it possible for me to see the face of
God with my human eyes, He has made Himself the hungry
one, the naked one, the homeless one, the lonely one and
He says: OWhat soever you
you do it to Me. d6 And
just as so many of us have probably also experienced, there
is so much for usto learn and so much of God for usto find
when we seek to serve the poor and the homeless.

Nearly two years ago, immediately after | was hired, | had
the privilege of coming to experience this truism firsthand
when | accompanied a group of Christ Church youth, and
other youth from neighboring Episcopal parishes, on a
week-long mission trip to Washington, D.C. This summer
trip, a credit, in large part, to the hard work and planning of
Louise Valleau, was designed to be an immersion experi-
ence into the many issues of urban poverty as well as a
unique opportunity to partner with other parishes in our
oDeanerydé (comprised of

Merrimack Valley). We all worked side-by-side, youth and
adult mentors alike, in soup kitchens, shelters, and local
parks, over the course of this hot and steamy week. We
also reflected upon our experiences with homeless advo-

Continued. .

deci

b

AT THE SUNDAY FORUM
hat are the woafudhaido t o/
the life and message of Jesus have to say

W about them? These are the two questions that
are foremost in the mind of Brian McLaren, emergent
ghurchnieadet and aethor ofn Evergthing Must Charge: t Jesus
Global Crises, and a Revolution dfddaee. has been in-

vited by Bishop Tom Shaw to address the annual diocesan
learning event on March 7. To engage parishes in a discus-

sion about these important
Bulletinsd have been devel o
key points. These bulletins provide brief excerpts from

?MWMNeabeddever iHei ngs ,evaes ywdlel
flection and discussion.

On Sundays, February 1, 15, 22 and March 1 from 11:30

a.m. to 12:30 p.m., an adult forum will be held, using the

ap itpoh atnlye Blugé d £t i a6 6 Mgs bt et
sportunity jfou thobe in ahs parishevhoeh@/eabeerdunablect® v e r
participate in the Friday afternoon book group to get a taste

of McLarends revolutionary
lates to global problems. Look forward to some lively and
faith-f i 1 | ed conversations -
provoking work!

ab

Youth Mission continued.

cates and some men and women who were currently home-

less or formerly homeless. It was a powerful week for all

involved d a week that gave back to us, perhaps, more than

we could have ever hoped to give 0 and was a lot of fun as
h well.

Christ Church youth will again have the opportunity to
work alongside other Episcopal youth in an urban context.
In keeping with our parish tradition to offer a youth mission
trip during the summers that our Journey to Adulthood

Continued on p 4...
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TUESDAY NIGHT
AT
FUDDRUCKERS

he March Tuesday
Night Supper will be a
little different than

usual & instead of being held in the Parish Hall, it will be
held at Fuddruckers in North Andover. The new J2A
group, which is starting to fundraise for its pilgrimage to
take place in the summer of 2010, invites all our fellow
Christ Church parishioners to come to dinner at Fuddruck-
ers on Tuesday, March 2nd anytime from 5:00 & 8:00 p.m.
During that time, Fuddruckers will donate 10% of all sales
to the J2A pilgrimage. Bring your family and friends, and
share in the fun!

Fuddruckers is located at 550 Turnpike Street (Rt. 114) in
the Crosswoods Shopping Center, North Andover, phone
(978) 557-1100. Their website is www.fuddruckers.com if
youdd |like to check out
burgers, steaks, chicken, fish, salads, fries, milk shakes, beer.

TRANSITIONS

Baptisms- January 18

Katherine Grace Preble
Daughter of Stephen Preble & Tina Stiles

Leo Patrick Dowling
Son of William & Jean Dowling

Alexander Degtyarev Monat
Patrick Cody Dupuis
Sons of Ronald S. Nickerson

Funeral
Mark C. Robinson - December 11, 2008
Committal
S. Leonard Kent - December 15, 2008
Memorial
Hazen Curtis, 111 - December 22, 2008
Lorna Castle Young - January 17, 2009

(9  NEWS FROM THE
; CHRIST CHURCH
CHILDREN’S
CENTER

hrist
Center ds-ToddlePar e
Playtime program is in the

midst of an eleventh successful
yearr CCCC8s Assistant Di
eight to ten toddlers (ages 18 months to 2 years, nine
months) and their parents. The groups meet on Mondays
from 9:15-10:30 a.m. or from 11:00 a.m.812:15 p.m. in ten-
week sessions and provide parents a chance to play with
their own children and meet other parents of toddlers. The
parents who have been involved so far have especially en-
joyed activities they might not do at home such as painting,
play dough, water play and rhythm band. Openings are
currently available in the 11:00 a.m. session. You may also
register now for the 2009-2010 school year. Please call 978-

t415-40B7 for muore infarmationaid iregistration forros! Thed e s

cost is $130.00 per ten-week session.

Church

rector

Youth Mission continued from p. 3

youth group is not on their pilgrimage, we will be organiz-
ing a Deanery-wide mission trip to New York City from
August 9th & 14th for all teens from 8th grade & 12th grade.
This trip will be similar to the D.C. experience of two years
ago, with work days in area shelters and soup kitchens cou-
pled with guided reflections at the end of each day. There
will also be time, of course, to enjoy New York in the sum-
mer and to do some sightseeing as a group.

More specific information related to costs, travel, and over-
night arrangements will be coming shortly to the youth
groups. Adult volunteers are needed to come along as chap-
erones and anyone interested or with any questions should
contact me at the Glebe House (978)475-0529 x 18 or via
email (ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org). Though we
will be applying for a Deanery grant to help defray ex-
penses, donations, particularly to help facilitate the partici-
pation of some of our
Lawrence), would also be appreciated. Any donations could
be mailed to my attention at the Glebe House.

Blessings,
Adam

own


http://www.fuddruckers.com
mailto:ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org
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WELCOME TO OUR SABBATICAL
INTERIM PRIEST

e are pleased to announce the appointment of
The Rev. Margaret Schwarzer to be with us dur-

ing Jeffds
Andover, where she lived for four years as a student at Phil-
lips Academy. She is also a graduate of Smith College and
Yale Divinity School. Margaret has served parishes and
chaplaincies in Washington, DC, Princeton, New Jersey,
and here in Massachusetts. She served as an Assistant
Chaplain at Princeton University and as Assistant Minister
at Trinity Church in Princeton. Most recently she spent ten
years as the Episcopal Chaplain at Boston University. It
was there that she first met our own Adam Shoemaker
when he was a freshman in college. During her years at BU,
she also served as the founder and mentor to the Micah
Project, offering an opportunity for recent college graduates
to spend a year living in an intentional community while
they served in urban parishes and discerned their calls to
ministry. Adam was also one of the students in this pro-
gram and worked very closely with Margaret.

Margaret brings many gifts and skills to her work with us
here at Christ Church. She will share in the pastoral,
preaching, and other liturgical responsibilities, as well as
offer adult education opportunities during her time with us.
She is full of enthusiasm and eager to get to know the peo-
ple of Christ Church. Margaret and her family live in
Brookline. She will be in Andover on Sundays, Tuesdays,
and Fridays during her time with us.

Margaret will be present for our February 8th Annual Meet-
ing of the Parish for her first introduction to life at Christ
Church, and will begin her official duties on the 1st of
March. Please come and help us welcome Margaret to
Christ Church!

NIN continued from p. 2.

NIN is committed to ensuring that no one in Greater Law-
rence goes hungry. The families served are hungry, cold,
poor and their resources are stretched to the breaking point.
NIN wants their families to receive the good and nutritious
food they desperately need.

sabbati call

A NOTE FROM THE REV.
MARGARET SCHWARZER

everal weeks ago, | stood in your light-filled sanctuary

for the first time as Jeff and | spoke about the possi-

bility of my serving as the Sabbatical Interim Priest. |
was pleased as | imagined joining you, not only because of
the respect | have for my colleague Jeff and the affection |
already felt for the Wardens and staff | had just met, but
also because twenty years ago | had stood on the steps of
the church and spoken with The Reverend Jim Diamond
about my life as an Episcopal Seminarian. What seemed to
have been a brief and thoughtful conversation with a dear
friendds priest twenty
as Jeff and | discerned if I might be the right priest to sup-
port Christ Church in his absence. It was a pleasure to knit
my youthful seminarian self with my older, ordained self
that day. It was also a pleasure to think about chance meet-
ings, unforeseen possibi
am thankful to be brought over the threshold and into the
life of worship and service at Christ Church.

oBehol dé, says Chri st,
us to practice resurrection by staying open to the beauty and
sacredness of our own lives, and by keeping our hearts open
to O0the new thingso6 bei
in our partners, our children, our neighbor, or the stranger
down the street. | welcome the opportunity to join you for
anot her ®@thechancd thprepag dur hearts for
this year s journey of
ward to being spiritual pilgrims together.

Godspeed to each of us in the journey,
Margaret

ERD’s 2009 L ENTEN DEVOTIONAL,
PEACE & COMPASSION

ol

ger

year

ng d

Lent

nounce the publication of the 2009 Lenten Devo-
tional, Peace & Compassion: To Heal a Hurting Wo

I piscopal Relief & DevelofitRéE)tis pleased to an-

The devotional features daily meditations adapted from the
Rev. Barbar a
flections lead readers to explore their spiritual connections
to people living in poverty around the world. Focusing on
Epi scopal R e leffords fto h&lp abhieve thd
Millennium Development Goals, the devotional offers ways
for parishioners to promote health, fight disease and save
lives through the MDG Inspiration Fund.

Lent is an ideal time for us to renew our commitment to
our faith and e ac Hetewan, EEmst

Continued on p.
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http://www.er-d.org/MDGs/
http://www.er-d.org/MDGIF_Learn/
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REMEMBER THE
ANNUAL MEETING &
BUY-A-TIE DAY
FEBRUARY 8

SUPPORT THE THRIFT SHOP AND TAKE HOME
A SPIFFY NEW TIE FOR A $3
DONATION!

THE QUESTION BOX

Question. What and where is the Glebe House?

Answer: The Glebe House is the building that houses our
church offices. It is the second building to the right of the
church, and is freshly painted in an historically accurate
cream color, with window boxes that are lovingly filled and
cared for by Carroll & Elaine Bailey. The Rectory is the
lovely blue house directly to the right of the church, where
Jeff and Carolyn Gill live.

The Glebe House is the oldest building on the Christ
Church campus, built i n
0l and belonging or yield
ecclesiastical benefice.
for use as a rental property, and there is still evidence of the
separate apartments that filled the house as recently as the
1950s. During the 1960s, the building was used for Sunday
School classes, before the Education Wing was added to the
church building.

Today the Glebe House is the home of the offices of the
Rev. Jeff Gill, the Rev. Adam Shoemaker, Barbara Bruns,
Minister of Music, Maria Chan, our Business Manager, Deb-
bie Moskal, Director of Communications, and Mary Ann
Lennon, Assistant for Membership Development. Mark
Pomerleau, our Sexton, has his office in the back hallway of
the church, next to the Parlor.

The Glebe House is open Tuesdays-Fridays, 9:00 am. to
3:00 p.m. Please stop by for a visit!

ERD continued from p 5.

copal Relief & Devel opme
me nt Progr ams. 0During -t
examination we hope that the Lenten Devotional will en-
courage Episcopalians to
in our lives and how we may act as instruments of God's
healing in a hurting wor

The 2009 Lenten Devotional will be available at Christ
Church. If you would like a copy or have any questions
please see Catherine Rosen or Debbie Moskal.

Rectords desk continued from p

cult without the time away.

We believe our church is stronger for having had this ex-
perience. We discovered some new leaders, and they are
making a difference in the life of our congregation.

I think we might be surprised to see what comes to life at
Christ Church during the coming months. You will con-
tinue to be well served by our clergy and staff. Adam will
be joined by the Rev. Margaret Schwarzer during this time.
We have introduced Margaret in a separate article (page 5)
in this edition of The Prophet

Meanwhi | e, i f youdre intere
my time away, take a look at my blog at
www.jeffgilljourney.blogspot.com. | have posted a descrip-
tion of the major pieces of

doing my best to post material throughout my time away
for those who are interested. It includes travel on four con-
tinents, with time for relaxation and enjoyment far away
Je8n? my- nornfalnr&pon¥ibfitiest explribhéeseo? Bhisicalme a r
| thdllengd aRdreRela¥! &t both Body &nd sBir®; tirhe Sofen- € h u
0 gabelissue¥ol ow the CHridiah K¥etrld faith arehddrés§ing  t O
pressing issues on the continent of Africa; and time for
prayer, reflection and writing in a quiet retreat setting.

I look forward to sharing these experiences with you when |
return. But | also look forward to hearing from you how
things have looked and felt different at Christ Church. |
suspect we will all see things a bit differently. | hope we will
all be open to how the Holy Spirit might use this time to
open our hearts and minds to new possibilities for ministry
in our life together.

Meanwhi | e, we & &aad argiropbrtanaonef
0 right here at Christ Church. It includes our Annual Meet-
ing on February 8th d and the start of Lent on the 25th with
our observance of Ash Wednesday: two fitting opportuni-
ties to examine where we have been together and how we
might envision the future unfolding before us. Christ
N Chairsh neBls youe falltpastitipationfdurifg khig time dmd inkE n g a

htlie Montiss eheads & Will b®@ekcitingto sBeywieat'lies ahedd S ¢
of us.
refl ect on the role of Godd

See you in church!

Il d.
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I his is an excellent time to make a gift through i

your will or from your IRA to The Parish of

Christ Church. Should you need help with forms %
% or suggestions on how to add a codicil to your WiII
5 please call Jim Walker or Maria Chan at the Glebe
%’ House. Also request the excellent brochure P/ann/'ng

S

. %)

% For The End Of Life. %
3 . . . .k
@ The Marland Fund will benefit from your consideration t‘%
2 and follow-through. %

2009 NOMINATING SLATE
I he Nominating Committee of the parish presents

the following slate of nominees for the elective of-
fices of the Parish of Christ Church:

Senior Warden  1-year term Don DeLollis
Junior Warden 1-year term Alison Novello
Treasurer 1-year term Allen Townsend
Asst. Treasurer  1-year term Bill Hastings
Clerk of the Vestryl-year term Iris Roskell

Karen Swenson
Jim Walker
Jay Donovan

Vestry Members  3-year term

Diocesan Convention Delegates &
Deanery Representatives
1-year term
Jayne Miller, John Roberts

Additional Deanery Representatives
(and alternate Convention Delegates)
1-year term
Rosemarie Buxton, Don DeLollis

Cemetery Trustees
1-year term
Sheila Lowe, Barbara Gaunt, Nancy Cornell, Tom Witham

Marland Fund Trustees
3-year term
Tom Childs

The Nominating Committee Members are Don Delollis,
Alison Novello, Jim Harvey, Carol Tringali, Mike Miller.

MARDI GRAS
4 TUESDAY NIGHT
4 SUPPER

Mark your calendars for Tues-
day, Feb. 24th for a fun eve-
ning celebrating Mardi Gras
(the night before Ash Wednes-
day and the start of Lent).
This all-parish supper will be at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
Families with children are especially welcome & there will be

childrends activities. We

year6s Palm Sunday.

Tuesday Night Suppers are wonderful, inter-generational

social events, and we encourage you all to come out (just

think, one night when you
THE ANDOVER
THRIFT SHOP

n mid-December, members of
our youth group (YACS) went on
a retreat organized by City Reach

of Boston with a request for warm
clothing to be distributed to the homeless community
served by Ecclesia Ministries. Our young people brought
with them many bags of winter jackets, coats, sweat shirts
and pants provided by the Thrift Shop in addition to those
already supplied by parishioners 8 just another example of
our ministry to the wider community in ways that go well
beyond maintenance of our physical plant.

We've had a great December despite many days of foul
weather. In these tough economic times we are hopeful
that the Thrift Shop will be recession-proof. However, we
can only keep going strong through your donations and
your willingness to volunteer an hour or two once in a
while.

We are open Monday-Friday from 10 am. - 4 p.m. and the
first three Saturdays of the month from 10 am. - 2 p.m.

REMEMBER THE ANNUAL MEETING 6 FEBRUARY
8 0 BUY-A-TIE DAY 0 support the Thrift Shop and take
home a spiffy new tie for a $3 donation!
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RECTOR

CURATE

HONORARY ASSOCIATE

MINISTER OF MUSIC

BUSINESS MANAGER

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

ASST. FOR MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL COORDINATOR
DIRECTOR OF THE CHILDREN’S CENTER
HEAD MANAGER, THRIFT SHOP

SEXTON

SUNDAY SEXTONS

PARISH OFFICE (GLEBE HOUSE) - CLOSED MONDAYS
PARISH HALL

Fax NUMBER

ANDOVER THRIFT SHOP

CHRIST CHURCH CHILDREN’S CENTER

EMERGENCY PASTORAL CALLS

JEFFREY SHILLING GILL — jgill@christchurchandover.org
ADAM J. SHOEMAKER — ashoemaker@christchurchandover.org
ALICE MANN — amann@alban.org

BARBARA A. BRUNS — bbruns@christchurchandover.org
MARIA L. CHAN — mchan@christchurchandover.org
DEBORAH K. MOSKAL -~ dmoskal@christchurchandover.org
MARY ANN LENNON — mlennon@christchurchandover.org

Liz DIETZ

LESLIE MCGOVERN i Imcgovern@christchurchandover.org
FRANCES JENNINGS DoDsoON- andoverthriftshop@comcast.net
MARK POMERLEAU — mpomerleau@christchurchandover.org
ALEX LENNON, IAN BATES

978 /475 0529 -HOURsS 9 AM- 3 PM
978 /475 9707

978 /475 9557

978 /475 0957

978 /475 4037

978/807-4687

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Tuesdays and Thursdays

5:05 p.m Evening Prayer in the Moses Chapel

Wednesdays

7:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the
North Chapel
followed by breakfast in the Parish Hall

THE PARISH OF CHRIST CHURCH - 25 CENTRAL STREET - ANDOVER, MA 01810-3780
'WEB SITE ADDRESS — WWW.CHRISTCHURCHANDOVER.ORG

DIOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS ~ WEB SITE ADDRESS ~ WWW.DIOMASS.ORG
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH - WWW.EPISCOPALCHURCH.ORG
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