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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  
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From the Rectorôs Desk 
 

M 
any of you will have taken note of a recent move by the Vatican to 
welcome disaffected Anglicans/Episcopalians into a new structure 
within the Roman Catholic Church, including welcoming married 

priests as priests (and perhaps even bishops).  I have read the reports and the 
commentary in the blogosphere with interest.  There will, indeed, be some 
(perhaps many) who take advantage of this ecumenical gesture ð the result, ac-
cording to Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, of many years of 
fruitful work in building closer ties between our churches. 
 

A more cynical view, however, is that it is a move designed to take advantage of 
some of the current disaffection within the Anglican communion over the ordi-
nation of women and the acceptance of gay and lesbian people in our church.  
Predictions are that somewhere between 1000-2000 Anglican priests in England 
may, in fact, go over to Rome, where some are now worried not only about the 
prospect of greater openness toward gays, but also about women becoming 
Church of England bishops in the near future.  That number will be much 
smaller in the U.S. 
 

My own response to the news brought my attention much closer to home ð right 
here to Christ Church, Andover.  I wondered if the pope realized that we have 
had a policy of open arms to members of the Roman Catholic Church for quite 
some time.  This is a street that runs in both directions, with many people on the 
journey from one place to the other.  We do not actively proselytize Roman 
Catholics or people who are faithful members of any other church.  But we do 

Continued on p. 8... 

Menôs Ministry  

Sponsors 2 nd  Annual 

Blood Drive  

November 21 st  
 

O 
ne hundred pints of blood!  
Thatõs the ambitious goal set by 
the Menõs Ministry for its sec-

ond annual blood drive in November. We 
got close last year, so please help us reach 
or surpass our goal this year.  
 

The blood drive, overseen by the Ameri-
can Red Cross, will be held Saturday, No-
vember 21st from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall.  If you would like to set up a 
specific time to donate, you may sign up 
online at www.newenglandblood.org or 
call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE. 
 

To reach this goal, we also must reach 
outside the Christ Church parish commu-
nity, so we are encouraging parishioners 
to contact family, friends and neighbors 

Continued on p. 7...  

Building Campaign Update  

Alison Novello, Jr. Warden 
 

I 
t is with much joy and excitement that the Vestry has approved the Building 
Committeeõs recommendation to start the building project by hiring Channel 
Construction, Atkin Olshin Schade Architects (AOS), and Terry Byrd Eason 

Design, along with C.B. Fisk Organ Company, to design and build our renovated 
space.  This decision is one that Building Committee members, under the leader-
ship of Tom Childs, spent many, many hours on.  Channel Construction will act 
as the general contractor overseeing the whole project.  AOS Architects is the 
firm selected by the Building Committee several years ago.  Terry Eason will give 
input on the liturgical space.  This team of AOS, Eason, and Fisk, has worked 
together on many occasions, and Channel is a local construction firm.  We expect 
to start construction in late summer of 2010.   
 

The Capital Campaign planning is moving forward.  The consultant, Jay Caporal  

Continued on p. 8... 

http://www.newenglandblood.org/


The  Prophet  

Life at Christ Church  

Page 2  Volume 50 , Issue  9  

Gifts for Needy Children  

 

It has become a tradition to hang Christmas stockings for 
needy children from Lawrence at Christ Church,   and we 
will be doing that again this year. In past years, you have 
demonstrated heartwarming generosity in adding joy to these 
childrenõs Christmas.   
 

The Menõs Ministry, in association with Family Service Inc, 
is asking you to once again consider buying a Christmas gift 
(approximately $25 value) for one of these children from 
Lawrence.  Last year, our parish provided gifts, hats, and 
mittens for 80 children and this year we would like to do the 
same.   For some of the children, our gifts will be the only 
ones they receive.  
 

If you would like to help us in this ministry, you can either 
receive a childõs information via e-mail from Allen Town-
send at allentownsend@comcast.net or you can pick a name 
from one of the stockings which will be hung on the mantle 
display in the Parish Hall after church on November 22. 
Wrapped gifts should be returned by Sunday, Decem-
ber 6. 
 

The Childrenõs Church School will be collecting hats and 
mittens (see p. 5) which we will attach to the gifts.  Kathleen 
Bates at kathleenb@isotope.com, aikmbates@verizon.net  
or 508-243-1624 will be coordinating the Church School 
collection of hats/ mittens.   
 

We hope you will join us in making Christmas brighter for 
these children from Lawrence. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Allen and Carol Townsend 
and the Menõs Ministry 

Thanksgiving 

Meals for 

Our  Neighbors in 

Need  
  

P 
lease shop for a Neighbor in Need.  This is as easy as 
oneétwoéthree and your time and generosity will 
bring joy to families who, otherwise, would not have 

Thanksgiving Dinner on their tables.   

 
This is all you need to do: 
  
1.   Purchase the items on the shopping list below.  
2.   Put all the food in a box provided by you.  Market Bas-
ket has boxes and the "egg boxes" are the best.  Please pack 
everything in ONE BOX so each family receives all the 
food items. 
3.   Drop your well sealed box in the Childs' garage at 244 
South Main Street in Andover anytime on Monday, Novem-
ber 23rd.  
 
 Here is the shopping list and thank you in advance from all 
those at Neighbors in Need.   
 

Basic Dinner 
Frozen Turkey 
Potatoes (5 pound bag) 
Fresh Vegetables (suggestions: squash, broccoli, carrots, 
beans, yams, onions, celery) 
Fresh Fruit 
RiceñCanilla or Carolina (not Uncle Benõs or Minute Rice) 
Canned Beans especially Goya pink or Green Pigeon Peas 
Stuffing Mix and/or Stuffing Ingredients 
Cranberry Sauce and/or cranberries 
Bread or Rolls 
Gravy 
Pie Ingredients - apples, squash, pumpkin, pie crust mix, 
evaporated milk  

 
Optional items can be included such as coffee or tea, cream, 
shelf stable 1% milk (Parmalot), salad vegetables, desserts 
(cake mixes, pie, cake or cupcakes), baking supplies (butter, 
sugar, flour), canned vegetables - low sodium, bread or rolls, 
nuts, candy, candles, napkins. 
 

 

mailto:allentownsend@comcast.net
mailto:kathleenb@isotope.com
mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
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Adult Ed Committee  

Nurturing  

ñLifelong Learningò  

at Christ Church  

 

W 
hat types of  Christian learning opportunities 
interest you?  Would you be interested in a book 
group, a current topics discussion group, a work-

shop on spiritual practices from different traditions?   I 
would invite anyone who is interested in òlifelongó theologi-
cal learning to join the Adult Ed Committee in  planning 
opportunities for Christian education for adults.  Please 
contact Rosemarie Buxton at rosebuxton@yahoo.com or 
978-683-7055.  

Education for Ministry  

By Rosemarie Buxton 
 

W 
anted:  Two or more òamateuró theologians in-
terested in studying Scripture, Church history, 
theology with a group of prayerful, thoughtful, 

and insightful fellow seekers.    Benefits:  Challenging study, 
shared wisdom, thoughtful prayer, much laughter, and the 
loving support of a small spiritual community. 
 

Our current Education for Ministry (EFM) group will be 
ògraduatingó three of its members at the end of the year:  
Abby Thomas and Eva Chase from Christ Church and co-
mentor, Glenn Rogers from South Church.  For the group 
to continue, we need to add a minimum of two new mem-
bers, and there is always room for more depending on how 
many are interested. 
 

Education for Ministry (EFM) is an ecumenical distance-
learning theological education program of the School of 
Theology, University of the South, Sewanee, TN.  The pur-
pose of this program is to provide a comprehensive theo-
logical education in a way that is accessible to lay people and 
that empowers them to understand their role as part of the 
"priesthood of all believers.ó  
 

This four-year program consists of a year on the Hebrew 
Scripture (Old Testament), a year on the New Testament, a 
year on church history, and a year on Christian theol-
ogy.  Students may commit to one year of study at a time, or 
choose to follow the course for the entire four years.   
 

EFM is more than a program of scripture and theological 
study.  Through spiritual autobiographies and theological 

Continued on p. 5... 

What does the Lord require?  

The Micah Project and Young 

Adult Discernment Programs  
The Rev. Adam Shoemaker 

 

O 
n November 7-8th, the Episcopal Diocese of 
Massachusetts will convene its 225th annual con-
vention at Trinity Church in Copley Square.  The 

focus of this convention will be upon the youth and young 
adult ministries of our diocese, which includes the òMicah 
Project.ó Micah is a year-long vocational discernment pro-
gram for young adults (21-30).  The program, which is now 
celebrating its tenth year, and of which I was an intern from 
2001-2002, is one great example of how our local church 
has gone about offering a long-term experience of service 
and reflection to many young people wanting to take the 
time, after college, to intentionally discern what God is call-
ing them to do with their lives.   
 

The interplay of service and reflection is the cornerstone 
upon which the Micah program (called òMicahó because of 
its founding Scripture passage of Micah 6:8) is built.  The 
service component is designed by the intern, in conjunction 
with the program director, to provide an experience that 
will help further along the internõs sense of call with the 
only stipulation being that the intern must work in an urban 
context (where the need for help is often the greatest).  In 
my case, this meant working at St. Stephenõs Episcopal 
Church in Lynn coordinating the parish outreach to a group 
of young Sudanese men who had come to the church seek-
ing assistance after migrating to the United States.  I person-
ally chose St. Stephenõs because I wanted the chance to 
work within a church setting to continue to decide whether 
or not I wanted to go to seminary and be ordained a priest.  
But other interns over the years have chosen many other 
projects such as working with Ecclesia Ministries (a church 
for the homeless that worships out on the Boston Common 
each Sunday), or working for a non-profit, or working as a 
chaplain in a prison or hospital setting.   
 

Reflection, however, amidst a community of peers, is really 
the back-bone of the Micah program.  Interns live within an 
intentional community of other young adults (meaning 
there is an expectation that the interns not only share meals 
together on a regular basis but also share time for prayer 
and weekly reflection).  The service experience is not full-
time, in fact, precisely so that the interns can have the lux-
ury of time to really think and pray upon their vocational 

Continued on p. 10... 
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Pageant Rehearsals  
  

R ehearsals will soon be underway 
for the annual Christ Church 
Christmas Eve Pageant. All partici-

pants - please plan to sing immediately af-
ter the 10 a.m. service each week for 10 
minutes. If you have a speaking part, then 

you will rehearse for 20 minutes more each week. The pag-
eant rehearsal schedule is: 
 

November 1st - All participants sign up, followed 
by speaking part auditions. 
November 8th - All participants sing. Speakers should be 
learning their lines. 
November 15th - All participants sing. Speakers should be 
learning their lines. 
November 22nd - All participants sing. Speakers should be 
learning their lines.   
November 29th - NO rehearsal (Thanksgiving Weekend)  
December 6th - All participants sing. Speakers should have 
lines memorized.  Animals practice entrance with speakers.  
December 13th - All participants sing. Angels practice 
dance with speakers. Costumes distributed. 
December 20th - Dress rehearsal. 
December 24th (Thursday) - 3:00 p.m. call-time for speak-
ers, 3:30 p.m. call-time for animals and angels, 4:30 pageant. 
 

Parent volunteers are needed to help out at rehearsals and/
or during the pageant.  Please contact Karen Vigurs-Stack at 
kvigursstack@comcast.net if you would like to help.  Thank 
you. 

Karen Vigurs-Stack & Diane Hastings 
Co-Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

Do Your Holiday Shopping or 

Plan That Quiet Get Away Lunch 

With a Little Help from the  

J2A  Youth Group  

Emily Ishihara 
 

O 
n Saturday, December 12th (12 p.m.-5 p.m.) and 
Saturday, December 19th (10 a.m. - 4 p.m.), the 
J2A (Journey to Adulthood) Youth Group will be 

providing babysitting and childrenõs activities at Christ 
Church.  The Meeting Room, childcare room and Sunday 
school classrooms will be set up for age appropriate activi-
ties including arts and crafts, movie time, snacks (parent 
approved) and safe play for the younger ones. 
 

The Youth Group members are working towards fundrais-
ing for their Pilgrimage Trip to Belize (July 2010).  Prices 
for the service are: $6 per hour for one child; $10 per hour 
for two children (same family); $12 per hour per three chil-
dren (same family).   
 

Adult supervision will be on site at all times in addition to 
the J2A youth group members.  RSVP is required ð no 
drop-in will be available.  Sign-up sheets will be available on 
the Parish Youth Group bulletin board (near the kitchen)  
or reply by email. For more information, contact Emily 
Ishihara at ehishihara@gmail.com or Kathleen Bates at 
kathleenb@isotope.com (Cell 508-243-1624). 

Join the J2A Youth 

Group for Supper 

at Papa Ginoôs 

 

T 
he J2A (Journey to Adulthood) 
invites all Christ Church pa-
rishioners to Papa Ginoõs, 

Shawsheen Plaza in Andover on Thursday, November 5th 
between 4-9 p.m. Papa Ginoõs will donate 20% of all sales 
accompanied with the flyer to the J2A pilgrimage in 2010.  
Flyers are available from the J2A Youth Group members on 
Sunday morning and at Papa Ginoõs on Thursday, Novem-
ber 5th. Bring your family and friends and share the fun!  

A Note from the  

Junior Warden  

Alison Novello 
 

T 
hank you to all of you who have already opened 
your home to a visit by another parishioner as part 
of the Grace of Giving annual pledge drive.  This 

year the stewardship drive will be completed before the 
end of this month, so if you havenõt already prayerfully 
considered your annual pledge to Christ Church, please 
take some time this week to do so, and welcome your fel-
low parishioner into your home! (Thereõs even a treat if 
you do!  Everything we do at Christ Church depends upon 
the generosity of each of us.  Still need a pledge card ð or a 
visit?  Call the Glebe House at 978-475-0529 . 

mailto:kvigursstack@comcast.net
mailto:ehishihara@gmail.com
mailto:kathleenb@isotope.com
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Christ Church Childrenôs Center  

Enrollment for 2010 -11  

By Christy Harvey, Director of CC Childrenõs Center 
 

B 
eginning in December, CCCC will open enrollment 
for the 2010-11 school year.  First priority is given 
to families who are already enrolled at CCCC.  Pri-

ority is also given to Parish families who are enrolling chil-
dren in the playgroup or three-year-old classes. The morn-
ing program for four-year-olds is generally filled with re-
turning students from the previous year.  Three-year-olds 
may attend school three mornings per week (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday) or two mornings (Tuesday and 
Thursday) from 9:15 a.m. until 12 p.m..  Children who turn 
three between September 1 and December 31, 2011 are eli-
gible for the playgroup program which meets two mornings 
per week (either Tuesday and Thursday or Wednesday and 
Friday) from 9:15 until 11:45 a.m. Information on tuition 
rates should be available in December. There is a 10% dis-
count for the second and third siblings in one family en-
rolled at the same time.  

We will begin the registration for the Parent-Toddler Play-
time Program in December as well. Do you want to have 
fun with your toddler without the mess?  The Childrenõs 
Center offers a program for toddlers and their parents.   
Come join us for a session of play where you will meet 
other parents and spend quality time with your own child.  
We will provide the space, activities, and the snack.  You 
just arrive with your child and experience how much fun it 
is to play together.  Any toddler, 18 months to 2 years-9 
months, is eligible for this program. Eight to ten children 
and their parents can participate in each session. 

The CCCC programs run on flexible schedules and include 
numerous activities focused on age-appropriate skills a child 
needs to master.  Each class sets up a schedule to meet the 
needs of its particular age group.  Extended Day is offered 
Tuesday and Friday from the close of the morning session 
until 1:30 p.m. and on Wednesday and Thursday until 3 
p.m. at a reasonable additional charge either on a contracted 
or drop-in basis. 

If you are interested in enrolling a child in any of the pro-
grams at CCCC, please call 978-475-4037 to request an ap-
plication form. To receive priority placement, forms 
must be returned by December 11.  There will be an in-
formational Open House on January 14, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.   
Enrollment will open to the general public on January 15th.   
You are welcome to visit the center at any time or to drop 
by the office to pick up application forms or to ask ques-
tions. 

reflection on culture, tradition, and the group members' 
own experiences and insights, "EFM'rs" examine and ex-
perience their daily lives as ministry.    The group members 
teach each other by engaging in discussion about the texts 
and their experiences.  
 

For the past three years, we have had a joint group of Christ 
Church and South Church members, and we are looking for 
new members to join our group starting in January.    
 

My hope is to see more involvement in this wonderful pro-
gram of formation and theological education, both from 
members of Christ Church, and members of other churches 
in our community.  Participating in this remarkable program 
can be a life-changing experience.  
 

This is a tuition-based program ($340.00, which includes 
textbooks) for which Continuing Education credits can be 
obtained.  Scholarships are available in cases of financial 
need.   
 

If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity 
for adult education and formation, contact Rosemarie Bux-
ton at 978-683-7055 or rosebuxton@yahoo.com. 

EFM continued from p. 3. 

Christmas Gifts 

for  

Children   

Join In The Spirit!  

 

T 
he Menõs Ministry is once again sponsoring a Christ-
mas Gifts for Children (see p. 2) program in con-
junction with Family Services of Lawrence.  Each 

gift is delivered with a hat, scarf and/or mittens - age and 
size appropriate, attached to the package. 
 

Christ Church Christian Ed students and families are 
encouraged to join this effort by providing winter hats and 
mittens to be included with each gift package gathered by 
the Menõs Ministry.  Sizes and colors are not important as 
we will surely be able to use or donate all collected items.  
Feel free to check in on the Parish Hall display though to 
see the ages of the children chosen. 
 

Donated hats and mittens can be delivered to the Glebe 
House any  weekday or to the designated bins in the Parish 
Hall on or before Sunday, December 6. Questions? ð call 
Kathleen Bates at 508-243-1624 or aikmbates@verizon.net 
or kathleenb@isotope.com.  

http://us.mc1103.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rosebuxton@yahoo.com
mailto:aikmbates@verizon.net
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Debbie/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK594/kathleenb@isotope.com
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Transitions  

 

Wedding 
Lisa Medeiros & Mark Grieco - October 18 

 

Funeral 
Dorinda Dew - October 20 

Help Needed for 

Christmas Church 

Cleaning  

 

H elp Wanted:  Many hands make 
light workélooking for many hands for Saturday, 
November 14th (note: date change) to help 

clean up the church nave and choir pews.  The pew cush-
ions and kneelers all need a thorough vacuuming and the 
pews need a good cleaning and dusting. If youõre available 
for an hour or two or the whole morning to help spruce up 
the church for the holiday season, please consider signing 
up on the bulletin board or contact Sloane Gugger at 978-
475-8354 or csgugger@comcast.net. 
 

Thank you! 
Sloane Gugger 

EPIPHANY BOOK DISCUSSION 

ON ñTHE SHACKò 

By the Rev. Adam Shoemaker 
 

D 
uring the Sundays of Epiphany, beginning on Sun-
day, January 3rd after the 10 a.m. service, join us 
to discuss the much talked about book, òThe 

Shackó by William P. Young.  In this national bestseller, a 
man is invited to spend a weekend with God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit.  His notions of the Trinity and his preconcep-
tions about religion and Christianity are challenged, and he 
begins the process of healing several traumatic wounds he 
has sustained in his life.  Discussions of the book will take 
place over five weeks on January 3rd, 10th, and 24th and 
then on February 7th and 14th.  Copies of the book are 
widely available at bookstores and stores such as Target and 
Samõs or online at Amazon.  Complete the book before 
January 3rd and then get ready for a lively conversa-
tion.  The discussions will focus on a variety of topics in-
cluding the Trinity and the nature of God, relationships and 
reconciliation. If you have any questions about this group, 
please speak with Adam. 

Yard Sale Shout -

out!  

 

E 
very successful parish Yard Sale 
needs both clutter-clearing donors and energetic 
volunteers. Luckily, Christ Church is blessed with 

both. The Yard Sale committee would like to thank the 
many generous people who dropped off boxes and bags, 
carried in furniture, and wheeled in strollers ñ this yearõs 
merchandise selection was second to none. So many happy 
shoppers got bargains, and such an impressive quantity of 
usable goods was recycled, that the money we made for our 
good cause almost seems like a bonus. Of course, the Yard 
Sale could not happen without the volunteers who came out 
to help sort, price, sell, and clean up. Special thanks to the 
J2A class and their parents who made short work of pack-
ing the unsold items and driving them to Lazarus House. 
Great job and thanks, everyone! 
 

The Yard Sale Committee 

Candlelight Service 

of  

Advent  

Lessons and Carols  
 

Sunday, November 29 at 5 p.m. 
Sung by the Parish Choir and St. Cecilia 

Choristers 
Works by Palestrina, Wood, Willcocks, 

Ord, Ravenscroft, Lindley, and Mendelssohn 

Annual Giving 2010  

Update  

 

W 
e have started our visits with many parishioners 
and found that so far we have been received 
with warmth and sincerity. The visit is an oppor-

tunity for the caller and the family to discuss much more 
than picking up the pledge card. We hope to complete at 
least 80% of the parish by the 21st of November. For those 
that we canõt visit we will make phone calls just to touch 
base. Please help us by taking the call.  We thank you for 
what you do for the church and what you can pledge for 
2010.  
 

Jim Walker for the Annual Giving Committee  

mailto:csgugger@comcast.net
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C. B. Fisk, Inc. Organ Company  

Open House & Private Tour  

 

T 
he C. B. Fisk Organ Company cordially invites you 
to their shop to see and hear their newest instru-
ment. 

 

Saturday, November 14 from 2 - 6 p.m. 
Open House to view Opus 136 
A three-manual, 39-stop organ for St. Peterõs Episcopal 
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina 
Refreshments will be served. 
 

Avoid the crowds and take the opportunity to view Opus 
136 and have a private tour of the shop 
Sunday, November 22 at 3 p.m.  
Private Tour for Christ Church Parishioners by Vice Presi-
dent, Greg Bover.See the inner workings of the organ shop 
View the model built to scale of Christ Church which will 
house our new organ - Opus 137, A two-manual, 29-stop 
instrument 
 

The shop is located in the Cape Ann Industrial Park, 
21 Kondelin Road, Gloucester, MA 
Rte. 128 to Rte. 133, East 1 mile; Right on Magnolia Ave-
nue, 1 mile; Right on Kondelin Road, 1/2 mile 

Merrimack Valley Project  

By Rosemarie Buxton 
 

O 
n Wednesday, October 14, over 50 people from 
the Greater Lawrence and Greater Lowell areas  --
- clergy from various denominations, lay people 

from diverse ethnic backgrounds, leaders ranging in age 
from 4 to 92 --- gathered on the steps of Ebenezer Chris-
tian Church in solidarity with members who are experienc-
ing the consequences of the foreclosure crisis.  Included in 
the group were Rev. Jeff Gill and Rev. Adam Shoemaker, 
and parishioners Rosemarie Buxton, Skip Eccles, Catherine 
Rosen, and Jack Doran.  We prayed, held signs, and heard 
testimony from one young father who is facing the loss of 
his home due to the unwillingness of his mortgage holder, 
Wells Fargo, to negotiate with him. We called on Wells 
Fargo and other banks to look at the consequences of fore-
closure both to homeowners and to the community.  
    
Merrimack Valley Project was created to unite religious, 
labor, and community organizations in campaigns to expand 
economic opportunities and good jobs, save and create af-
fordable housing, and to address other issues related to the 
welfare of the Merrimack Valley region; and through these 
campaigns to develop the leadership skills of Valley resi-
dents, particularly those who are underrepresented in public 
life.  If you are interested in becoming active in this organi-
zation, contact Vice President, Rosemarie Buxton at 978-
683-7055, or at rosebuxton@yahoo.com . 

to ask them to donate.  Red Cross officials say the number 
one reason people do not donate blood is that they have 
never been asked, so please reach out.   
 

Anyone age 17 or older, weighing at least 110 pounds, may 
be eligible to donate blood.  The process generally takes less 
than an hour.  If you have questions, additional information 
is  avai lab le a t  the Red Cross websi te 
www.newenglandblood.org or by calling 1-800-GIVE-
LIFE. 
 

As ambitious as this goal is, achieving it will help the Red 
Cross meet only approximately 5% of the 2,000 pints used 
daily by patients around the region.  While you will never 
know to whom will be given your blood, nor will you di-
rectly see the impact of your simple act of generosity, as you 
walk through your daily life in the days after donating, look 
at the people around you and realize that you may have 
saved or simply improved one (or more) of their lives. 
 

The Menõs Ministry sincerely thanks you for considering a 
donation.  We look forward to seeing asmany of you and 
your friends, families and neighbors as possible on Novem-
ber 21st. 

Blood Drive continued from p. 1. 

Order Your 

Thanksgiving 

Pies, Breads & 

Cookies  

 

S 
upport a fund-raiser for the 
Carnegie Hall Schola ð our young singers preparing to 
go to New York City and sing at Carnegie Hall in 

February 2011.  Baked goods are provided by Josieõs Home 
Bakery in West Newbury and are made from scratch with 
no preservatives.  Order forms can be found on the bulletin 
board by the Parish House or at Coffee Hour following 
each service.  All orders must be placed no later than Tues-
day, November 17. Order forms should be returned to 
choir parent Kathy Grant or Barbara Bruns.  Baked goods 
can be picked up in the Parish Hall before Thanksgiving on 
Tuesday, November 24th (5 ð 6:30 p.m.) or Wednesday, 
November 25th (9ð 10:30 a.m.). Happy Thanksgiving! 

mailto:rosebuxton@yahoo.com
http://www.newenglandblood.org/


welcome with open arms those who for matters of con-
science can no longer live within their own faith communi-
ties, but who deeply desire a place of Christian community 
in which to live and grow as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

On two recent Sundays, members of Christ Church gave 
testimonies about òwhat Christ Church means to me.ó  By 
coincidence (it was not planned this way) they both come 
from Roman Catholic backgrounds, and referred to that in 
their talks.  It was a surprise to some of our newer people, 
who until then had wondered if they were the only ones 
here! 
 

For some, Christ Church, and the Episcopal Church in gen-
eral, may be a way-station in their journey ð a temporary 
place to gather themselves and figure out where they really 
belong, while continuing to be nourished in the faith and in 
the sacramental life in the process.  A place to try on a dif-
ferent way of òbeing a Christian.ó  Others have made a de-
cision to join the Episcopal Church, and become active in 
our life and ministry in a variety of ways.  Along the way, 
there have been questions about exactly how one òbecomes 
a member of Christ Church.ó  Here it is in a nutshell: 
 

The first step is òshowing up!ó  Just being in church is 
the first step toward belonging.   òWhere two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.ó  (Matthew 18:20).  This is, 
actually, the most important step!  And please 
know that you are welcome to receive Communion 
in this church. 

 

Let us know youõre here!  Filling in a red card with con-
tact information means we put you into our data-
base.  Weõll be in touch with you to get information 
about dates and place of your baptism, confirma-
tion, marriage, etc.   Those coming here from an-
other Episcopal church will want to request a letter 
of transfer from their previous parish.  We fully 
recognize those who were baptized in other Chris-
tian denominations; and if you were confirmed in 
the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, or Lutheran 
churches, your confirmation is also fully recog-
nized.  And if you havenõt been baptized, weõre 
happy to talk with you about what that would mean 
for you. 

 

Let us welcome you!  Twice each year (the next time is 
on November 8th) we publicly welcome those who 
have become members of Christ Church in the past 
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few months or year.  This will help others to know 
who you are and that you are part of us.  If you 
havenõt yet been publicly welcomed, Mary Ann 
Lennon will be in touch with you about this oppor-
tunity.  If you donõt hear from her first, call her and 
let her know youõd like to be included! 

 

Learn more about the Episcopal Church!  Take our 
upcoming course (to be announced soon) where 
you will learn what is unique in this particular 
branch of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church.  Itõs always good to be informed.  And this 
is good preparation foré 

 

Being Received into the Episcopal Church by the 
bishop.  On this occasion youõll be Received into 
fellowship by the bishop, who is our symbol of the 
unity of the Church that extends well beyond the 
boundaries of this local parish, to the entire world-
wide Anglican Communion.  Those who havenõt 
been Confirmed in one of the previously men-
tioned churches can be Confirmed by the bishop 
on that occasion.  Weõll be getting more informa-
tion out about the next opportunity for this in the 
near future. 

 

If you have other questions, please feel free to speak to 
Adam or me, or to our Assistant for Membership Develop-
ment, Mary Ann Lennon.   My hope is that in spite of the 
differences that exist between, or sometimes within de-
nominations, we might all come to a deeper knowledge of 
our essential unity in Christ, whose body, yes, is broken for 
us and sometimes because of us.  Above all, my hope is that 
together we may all grow in the love Christ holds out for us, 
and that we may embody the love and unity he so desper-
ately desires for us. 
 

See you in church!  

Rectorõs Desk continued from p-.1. 

Continuedé. 

Rectorõs desk continued.  

of Ruotolo Associates, is making steady progress meeting 
with lots of folks.  We expect to kick off the public phase of 
this campaign the first of the year.   
 

A Liturgical Committee is being formed to plan our services 
during the construction phase.  Stay tuned for lots more as 
we start this very exciting time in our Church life together!  

Building Campaign from p. 1. 






