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It is the Vision of Christ Church to be an open, welcoming Episcopal congregation living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to nurture our spiritual 
growth through worship and prayer, learning and teaching, support and service. We aspire 
to put Godõs love into action within our own lives, in our congregation and in our world.  

In this Issue  

 

  

No ñOrdinary Timeò 

 

Lord Jesus 

I know that all human relations take time 

if they are to grow and deepen. 

This is also true of my relations 

with You, which must grow over the course of my life. 

However, You have inspired Your Church to set aside 

special times 

when this growth can develop more intensely - Help me to 

take them seriously 

and make a real attempt to use them well, 

so that I may grow into the person 

You want me to be. 
~ A prayer for òOrdinary Timeó taken from the New Saint Joseph People's Prayer 
Book (adapted) 
 

T 
he liturgical season after Pentecost, often referred to as òordinary time,ó 
is symbolized in the church by the use of the color green during our ser-
vices of worship. Just as in the vibrant shades of green that we now see 

sprouting up all around us in our gardens or at the street corner, the liturgical use 
of the color green is meant to symbolize the growth and fertility of our own faith 
lives and in our life as a community of faith.  Even as we begin to slow down the 
pace of life as we transition into the summer months, the hope is that the 
òseedsó that have already been sown within us or in our parish will begin to bear 
fruit ð perhaps even something new and unexpectedly transformative.  The hope 
of this season (the longest season in our Christian calendar) is that we use this 
time, not only for rest and reflection but for renewal. 
 

This past òprogramó year at Christ Church has already been a very rich and fruit-
ful time in which the roots that we have already planted have been strengthened 
and new seeds have been spread for the future.   From the wonderful work of 
our church school and youth mentors to our adult education offerings, area min-
istries, and parish-wide events, I have been profoundly grateful for the efforts of 
so many who have continually given of themselves to the life of our parish.  I 
hope that in some way you have been able, over the past year, to feel connected 
to the life of this community so as to broaden and deepen your own spiritual life.  
I hope that you have felt something of the presence of God as you have stepped 
through the doors of our church and I hope that you have felt called to give 

Continued on p. 5...  

Brass & Organ 

Concert  

 

O 
n Friday, July 3 at 8:00 p.m., 
Barbara Bruns will perform a 
concert at Trinity Church, 

Copley Square, Boston with 10 brass 
players under the baton of Nicholas 
White.  This is the closing concert for 
the 2009 Regional Convention of the 
American Guild of Organists, and tick-
ets will be available to the public at the 
door.  The program includes works by 
Gigout, Gabrieli, Widor, Britten, 
Vaughan Williams, Richard Webster, 
Ronald Arnatt, and a newly commis-
sioned work by James Stephenson.  
Come and enjoy a festive concert on 
the eve of our Independence Day! 
 

 Barbara Bruns 
Minister of Music 
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Childrenôs Chapel Offering 

to Orphans in Goma  

 

M 
any thanks to all the children, their families, and 
other members of Christ Church who , this past 
program year gave, to the Childrenõs Chapel of-

fering - which contributed to school fees and supplies for a 
group of orphans in Goma, Congo that were brought to 
Jeffõs attention during his travels last year.  Thanks to your 
generosity, we were able to raise $841.95!  

Capital Campaign Update  

 

L 
ast fall, after several years, and many,  many  hours 
of planning, the parameters of our building  project 
were  established for the redesign of our worship 

space to create a more welcoming, more versatile, worship 
experience which is handicapped accessible and inclusive of 
all worshippers.  Although this plan includes the very sig-
nificant replacing of our organ (a need that was first noted 
as critical 40 years ago!), this incorporation of organ and 
balcony in which to house it, is the part of the plan that will 
most directly impact an improved worship experience for us 
all. 
 

Last fall there were several meetings concerning our build-
ing update and capital campaign.  In September there was 
an all parish meeting held in the church to discuss designs 
of a new worship space.  Terry Eason, of Terry Eason De-
signs, talked to us about the historical significance of our 
building and how the original plan of the space had changed 
over the years as different styles came in (and out) of fash-
ion.  The church was filled with much enthusiasm and inter-
est in preserving and renovating our worship space.   In 
November, there was a gathering of parishioners to further 
discuss the details of the capital campaign. 
 

Concurrently in these past months the significant downturn 
the economy has given us all an awareness we had not re-
cently needed to have. Suddenly there is a change in our 
awareness of priorities in so much of what we do.  By late 
December it became clear to the wardens and the vestry 
that the prudent thing to do was to put our campaign on 
hold.  In January, Bishop Tom Shaw visited and in his meet-
ing with the Vestry he wholehearted supported our decision 
but impressed on us that it was our fiduciary responsibility 
to carry through this project as the current stewards of our 
Parish - just as the folks that have come before us - in the 
previous 174 years of our Christ Church -  have done. 
 

Meanwhile, during an April  Sunday service, a section of the  
domed ceiling of the apse fell on the organ - clear reminder 
that our physical building is in significant need of major 
repair.  Fortunately no one was injured.  (The repair has 
been made with thanks to the Thrift Shop for their ongoing 
support of the repair and maintenance of our buildings.) 
 

During the next few months we will be working to de-
velop a long-term capital campaign plan that will enable 
members of Christ Church to express their generosity and 
enthusiasm for this project.     

Plant a Row For  

Neighbors In Need  

 

T 
he current economic crisis has 
had a devastating impact on 
the families served by Neighbors 

In Need.  We are all feeling the ef-
fectsñand the poor even more so.  Our clients continue to 
be among the poorest in the area.  Record numbers of new 
families are seeking help from Neighbors In Need.   

 

Hunger is a pervasive public health issue with serious con-
sequences for our most vulnerable families.  Too often poor 
families cannot afford a healthy diet.  Since the most nutri-
tious foods, such as fresh fruits and vegetables are some of 
the most expensive, low-income families purchase inexpen-
sive, filling foods that are high in sugar and fat.  

Neighbors In Need has worked very hard in the past year to 
increase the amount of good, nutritious whole food that we 
provide for our families.  Most notable among our new ini-
tiatives this year has been to increase the amount of fresh 
locally grown food that is available to our clients.  We dis-
tributed over 11,000 pounds of fresh locally grown fruits 
and vegetables last year. 

 
This year we want to do more.  We want to have even more 
fresh vegetables for our pantries.  We are asking local gar-
deners to Plant a Row for Your Neighbors.  
 
For more information, please contact Linda Zimmerman at 
Neighbors In Need  or 978-685-8321 
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The Spirituality of  

Fatherhood  

 

T 
he June Menõs Ministry meeting will be held on June 
22 at 8:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.  The June 
meeting will focus on a discussion of how do we as 

fathers lead our children in a spiritual life.  The discussion 
will be lead by Bob Flanagan, the Brooks School chaplain 
and author of Growing a Soul. Men of the parish are welcome 
to attend this discussion, regardless of whether you are a 
dad or not. 

 A Joyful  

Pilgrimage  

 

F 
our months ago, Jeff was 
preparing to leave for his 
sabbatical and you and I 

were preparing to journey though 
Lent and Easter together.   I re-
member gathering in your Parish 
Hall for the Annual Meeting in 
February.  At that  busy parish 
event,  I met many of you for the 

first time and renewed my connection to Skip, Meredith,  
Doug, Carolyn,  Elaine, and Carroll, members of Christ 
Church who knew me when I was a teenager. 
 
On that cold February afternoon, Jeff reminded all of us 
that the theme for his sabbatical was òJoyó and he told us 
that he hoped we would also find new joy while he was 
away. While it is true that the ceiling did fall in during his 
absence, the church community has remained firm.  Many 
of you have told me how much you have missed him, and 
we have spoken of Jeff often, but we have also been a joyful 
band of Christian pilgrims together.  We deepened our 
spiritual community through Lenten Adult Education 
classes, sorrowed over deaths and illnesses, rejoiced at 
births and Baptisms,  reveled in the music  and choirs of  
Christ Church,  celebrated the high holy feast day of Easter, 
and experienced a remarkable Church School led Motherõs 
Day Sunday liturgy. 
 
I hope you are proud of the lay leaders who serve you so 
faithfully and creatively, most especially  your Wardens, 
Don and Alison, and your Music Minister, Barbara.  It has 
also been a delight to be a colleague in Christ with your As-
sistant Rector, Adam.  He is a wonderful   preacher, teacher, 
and pastor. The Christ Church staff  are a lively, intelligent, 
and graceful crew ð an absolute joy to be with during times 
of work, and prayer, and play.  I am so grateful that Jeff 
invited me into your community to serve in his absence. My 
best hope for all of you is that you continue to deepen the 
promise of your Baptismal vows ; you are a lively and gener-
ous Christian community.   I wish all of you òGodspeedó as 
you journey out into òordinary timeó this summer;  you will 
be in my prayers. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Margaret 

Vestry Notes  

 

S 
everal projects will be done over the summer months.  
At 10 Park Street, the building in which the Thrift 
Shop is housed, we will be converting the heating 

system from oil to gas.  The existing oil tanks are in need of 
replacement and the conversion to gas will save us money 
in the long run and will give us flexibility in negotiations 
with our tenants in the future.  In addition we will be re-
placing the 2nd floor windows (dance studio)  in the build-
ing.  The existing windows are drafty and inefficient.  These 
two upgrades to this building will greatly improve the effi-
ciency of the heat consumption and are being funded com-
pletely  by Park Street Realty income. 
 
In addition, the back of the church, in significant need of 
repair, is scheduled to have some major refurbishment.  
There are two goals: 1) to improve safety by moving the 
door and eliminating constant ice build-up on the driveway, 
and 2) to improve energy efficiency and greatly reduce 
maintenance costs.  The door (which is used primarily by 
the Childrenõs Center) will be moved around the corner to 
eliminate the egress directly onto the roadway.   The roof 
run-off, which creates a constant ice build-up on the drive-
way in the winter months, will be eliminated by putting a 
dry-well under the driveway.    In addition, 42 windows will 
be replaced, foam insulation added, and siding replaced.  
This work has been needed to be done for many years and 
when it became necessary to scale down  our  building 
plans, it was quite apparent that this significant repair work 
could no longer wait.  The amount of work done will de-
pend on available funds.   These funds will be determined 
by the cost of the  radon remediation work that has to be  
done in the lower level of the Childrenõs Center.  The Build-
ing Committee is determining the priority given the funds 
the Vestry was able to delegate to the project.  Once again, 
this is possible with grateful thanks to the hard work of the 
Thrift Shop  
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Intergenerational  

Vacation Bible School  

Coming This Summer   
 

T 
his summer, Christ Church, South Church, and 
West Parish are sponsoring an intergenerational Va-
cation Bible School to be held at South Church 

from July 27th - July 30th.  This event will be held from 
5:30-8:15 p.m. each evening. It will begin with dinner and 
an all-ages introduction to the eveningõs theme (based upon 
a particular passage of scripture) before adults and children 
are broken up into different groups.  Each evening will con-
clude with another all-ages gathering. 
 

Children will experience the weekõs themes (òLead,ó òRisk,ó 
òTell,ó and òServeó) through the Studio Go! Game Show Cur-
riculum, which seeks to explore these topics in a fun and 
high-energy way.  Children will rotate, over the course of an 
hour, in small groups, through three different activity cen-
ters focusing on games, crafts, and a Bible story time. 
Adults will spend their activity hour in small Bible study 
groups followed by some discussion.  There will also be an 
outreach project that everyone will learn about and partici-
pate in throughout the week. 
 

All church school-aged children, (ages four through 5th 
grade) are welcome to participate in this program.  Nursery 
care is available for children younger than four  years old. 
 

To register for this event, please fill out the form found in 
this monthõs issue of the Prophet and return it to Adam at 
the Glebe House. 
 

We are also looking for teens and adult volunteers to help 
with the set-up and running of this event.  There are many 
ways ð big and small ð that you might be able help. If you 
are interested in volunteering, please note that on the regis-
tration form or speak directly with Adam.  

2009  Graduates  
 

O 
ur congratulations to the fol-
lowing students who are 
graduating from high school 

or college this year. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with you for whatever challenges life now pre-
sents. 
 

High School 
 

Cate Hannum  Andover High School 
Gary Hinds  Andover High School 
Amelia Hunt  Andover High School 
Jennifer Igoe  Andover High School 
Alex Lennon  Andover High School 
Robin Lowe  Andover High School 
Peter Maher  Kimball Union Academy 
Alex Novello  North Andover High School 
Christopher OõBook Brooks School 
Anna OõNeal  Governors Academy 
Lillie Scheffy  Hopkinton, NH 
 

College 
 

Kristen Donovan Missouri University of Science &  
   Technology 

J2A Car Wash  

Sunday, June 7  

 

T 
he J2A youth group is holding a car wash Sunday, 
June 7th to raise money for our 2010 pilgrimage 
trip.  We will be set up at the DanversBank parking 

lot, which is just down Central Street from Christ Church. 
Car wash hours are from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Save time 
and have your car washed during the 10:00 a.m. service - 
just leave your keys with one of our valets.  Please donate 
generously and support the J2Aõs pilgrimage trip. 

Summer Youth Mission Trip to  

New York City  
 

O 
n a Sunday, August 9th, a group of Christ Church 
youth and adults, along with groups from St. 
Stephenõs Church in Lynn, St. James Church in 

Amesbury and a few others will head down to New York 
City to participate in a week-long mission trip.  This trip, 
facilitated by a diocesan grant, will be designed to expose 
participants to the many issues of urban poverty.  Every 
day, we will be split up into small work crews and sent out 
around the city to different sites in order to serve the poor 
and homeless of New York.  There will also be regular op-
portunities each day for reflection on the experience as well 
as ample time for sight-seeing and fun in the city.  This 
should be a great opportunity for some of the teens of our 
parish to get a chance to know teens from other parishes in 
our diocese.  We will look forward to sharing this experi-
ence, in some way, upon our return. 
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CHRIST CHURCH  

 CHILDRENôS CENTER 

NEWS  
 

 

C 
hrist Church Childrenõs Center is 
pleased to announce that we have 
hired Meg Jennings to be our new Administrative 

Assistant beginning in September.   Meg has been part of 
the CCCC community for several years.  She brings many 
years of experience not only from her professional back-
ground in purchasing, but also from her involvement in 
various church and community activities.  She has been a 
member of the CCCC Board of Directors for three years, 
and has managed and chaired multiple fundraising and com-
munity events.  Meg has a B.S. in Marketing from Suffolk 
University.  She is the mother of two CCCC alumni. 
  
We have openings available for the 2009-10 school year for 
all age groups including Parent-Toddler Playtime.  If you or 
anyone you know is interested in this space, please call the 
office at 978-475-4037 as soon as possible. 
  
CCCCõs 2008-2009 school year ends on June 5.  School will 
begin again on September 14 with an Orientation Meeting 
for parents.  The CCCC office will be staffed during the 
summer months on a limited basis and telephone messages 
will be returned. 

something of yourself in return. 
 

I encourage you, this summer, to continue to make Christ 
Church a regular part of the rhythm of your life. As you 
(hopefully!) find the time to slow down your own pace and 
find more time for rest and refreshment, please know that 
you are always welcome to join us for worship in order to 
continue to cultivate and strengthen your relationship with 
God so as to help foster the new òseedsó of life that might 
be growing inside of you.  Please also consider registering 
for the Vacation Bible School that we are sponsoring with 
both South Church and West Parish from July 27-30 (see 
this issue of the Prophet for more information) or think 
about other ways in which you might continue to make 
more room for the sacred amidst the seemingly òordinary 
timesó of your life. 
 

Thank you for being a part of our parish family.  Your pres-
ence enriches us and helps us to grow more fully into the 
loving community that God is calling us to be.  Please know 
of my continual prayers for you and your loved ones during 
these upcoming summer months. 
 

Peace in Christ, 
Adam 

No Ordinary Time continued from p. 1. 

THANK YOU,  

CHRIST CHURCH  

MUSICIANS!!!  
 

A 
 very special thank you to the 
Parish Choir, the Bell Choir, the 
St. Cecilia Choristers, and the 

Angel Choir for preparing special music for all of our wor-
ship services over the past nine months.  Your commitment 
to weekly mid-week rehearsals, Sunday mornings and spe-
cial evening services truly enhances our worship at Christ 
Church and is deeply appreciated.  Thank you also to the 
talented instrumentalists in our congregation who have 
played during the past year:  Dr. Carol Doran (organ & pi-
ano), Dawn Oulton (flute), Holly Jarrell-Marcinelli (piano), 
Carolyn Skelton (organ), Chris Valleau (harp), and Susanna 
Valleau (organ & piano).  Thank you also to Jim 
McConaughy, Peter Bell, Oliver Chamberlain, Joe 
McConaughy and Carol Doran ð for sharing their abilities 
as a conductor and rehearsing the Parish Choir.  And finally, 
a huge òTHANK YOUó and òCONGRATULATIONSó to 
senior Alex Novello who has sung tenor in the Parish Choir 
these past four years and will continue his music studies as a 
voice major at Northwestern University this fall. 

An Invitation to our Newcomers: 

 
The Newcomers Committee of  
The Parish of Christ Church  

invite you to a  
 

Newcomers Brunch  
 

in the Parish Hall  
after coffee hour  

Sunday, June 14th at 11:45 a.m.  
 

Babysitting and lunch for children will 
be provided in Room 109.  

Please RSVP to Mary Ann Lennon at 978
-475-0529, x17 or at mlen-

non@christchurchandover.org   

mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org
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 The Andover Thrift 

Shop  
 

S 
pring brings a winding down for many 
things in our busy lives. The season 
for Andover Thrift Shop is one of those things. As 

many of you may know, the shop is closed for the month of 
July but leading up to that is a huge sale! It provides a great 
time for the shop to get a complete renewal of clothing and 
a wonderful time for shoppers to get extra special bargains.  
Although there is no consignor Take-In for June, the shop 
will gratefully accept donations during the first two weeks in 
June.  August will bring a new season for the Shop with a 
wonderful selection of clothing and bric-a brac.  Stop in and 
see!! You will see the same faces, rested and ready to work-
maybe you would like to become one of them! 
 

May brought the time-honored thank you luncheon for all 
of the dedicated Thrift Shop staff and volunteers. DiBurroõs 
was a beautiful location and as usual, a good time was had 
by all. It goes without saying that the shop would not be the 
financial and communal success that it is without such a 
dedicated volunteer force.  Thank you very much to all of 
you who have given of your time at the shop!  Consider 
joining us for an hour or two and see what fun it is!! The 
shop is open Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and the 
first 3 Saturdays September-June from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Tuesday Night Suppers  

 

T 
uesday Night Suppers have been a fun social time 
for parishioners of all ages to get to know each 
other better while breaking bread together.  For 

many years, parishioner Dana Wilson of Raspberries pro-
vided the food for these monthly suppers, but has been un-
able to continue.  For the past two years, weõve asked differ-
ent groups within the church to òhostó our monthly sup-
pers.  These host groups have included the Church School 
board and teachers, the J2A youth group, the Menõs Minis-
try, the Parish Choir, Merrimack Valley Project, the New-
comers Committee, and the Organ Committee, among oth-
ers.  The staff and Kathleen Bates have also helped run 
some suppers. 
 
Because of the cut in staff hours, we are looking for a pa-
rishioner volunteer to take over the job of being in charge 
of coordinating these dinners, which would involve finding 
groups to host each dinner, and making sure they know 
what to do.  We have a set of instructions on how to host a 
supper. 
 
Hosting a supper is a lot of fun for a group, and a good way 
to highlight the activities of the group to other parishioners.  
Sometimes a group will have a speaker or a presentation 
after the supper, but itõs not required.  We have a few vol-
unteers already who enjoy helping to set up the suppers, 
who can help out the host group. 
 
Tuesday Night Suppers are a fun, intergenerational fellow-
ship opportunity, and weõd like to see them continue.  So 
please, if you feel like this is a volunteer opportunity with 
which you could help us out, please contact Mary Ann Len-
non in the Glebe House (978-475-0529, x17) or by email at 
mlennon@christchurchandover.org.  Thank you! 

Addendum to Financial  

Update sent in May  

 

I 
n order to balance our budget, overall spending for 
Repair and Maintenance will be reduced by $30k to 
$77k total; the remaining repairs to be deferred until 

next year.  With the exception of their annual pledge, all 
funds provided by the Thrift Shop are to be used for Repair 
and Maintenance of the Church buildings.  As always, we 
appreciate all the contributions of the volunteers and staff 
of the Thrift Shop who have made this possible. 

 

Our expenses continue over the summer, so 
keep your pledges current when  

possible.  òThank youó     

Sunday Coffee Hour  

 

T 
he Christ Church Coffee Hour 
Ministry will take vacation with 
the rest of us until September.  A 

very sincere thanks to all who contributed 
this year.  We will be looking for a few 

new Hostesses in September and always welcome additional 
buyers or bakers.  Hostesses bring a plate of food on their 
chosen Sunday, assist the Sunday Sexton in setting up, put 
the food out for all to enjoy, and help clean up.  Buyers and 
bakers buy or bake and leave their offerings in the kitchen 
before the Sunday service.  Itõs easy and itõs fun.  If youõre 
thinking of joining our ranks, please contact Marti Johnson. 

mailto:mlennon@christchurchandover.org

